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TO  THE  MEMBERS 
of  the 


GEIGER  FAMILY 


Tentative  letters  of  inquiry  sent  in  1957  to  various  known 
members  of  the  Geiger  family  requesting  information  covering  one 
branch  of  the  clan  produced  replies  which  were  most  gratifying.  How¬ 
ever  I  did  not  -wish  to  confine  this  information  to  my  own  use  and 
recognizing  the  utter  lack  of  accurate  information  among  the  various 
members,  I  decided  to  try  and  put  this  information  together  in  some  form 
which  could  be  available  to  all. 

My  Geiger  Grandparents  having  died  while  their  eight  children 
were  very  young  placed  the  brothers  and  sisters  in  various  foster  homes 
for  rearing.  Likewise  my  mother  having  died  while  I  was  nineteen,  an  age 
at  which  boys  are  least  interested  in  heritage,  gave  me  little  information 
of  her  early  life.  In  the  187  0  and  1880‘s  the  slogan  was  "Go  West  young  man" 
and  West  they  went.  Their  trials  and  hardships,  together  with  hard  work, 
offered  little  opportunity  for  letter  writing  and  the  families  grew  further 
apart  through  the  years. 

In  February  1957,  upon  my  retirement,  my  wife  and  I  made  a 
rather  extended  tour  of  the  Western  half  of  the  United  States  at  which  time 
we  contacted  several  of  the  known  cousins  on  the  West  coast  from  whom  I 
tried  to  obtain  information  relative  to  their  parents  and  grandparents  and 
was  surprised  to  learn  how  very  little  they,  too,  knew  of  their  heritage. 

As  soon  as  I  returned  home  to  Dearborn,  Michigan,  I  resolved 
to  try  and  find  out  some  of  these  facts  and  dates  and  accordingly  put  my 
two  fingers  to  the  old  typewriter  and  started  writing  letters.  The  replies 
that  I  received  were  most  gratifying  and  the  willingness  of  everyone  to  dig 
up  what  information  they  could  inspired  me  to  carry  on.  Delving  into 
family  history  I  find  is  a  fascinating  pastime  -  like  putting  a  jig  saw  puzzle 
together.  Most  people  don't  begin  to  get  cautious  about  their  forebearers 
until  they  get  up  in  years  themselves  and  begin  thinking  how  they  are  going 
to  look  on  the  tree.  So  as  soon  as  I  got  started  on  the  tree  I  became  en¬ 
thusiastic  and  went  to  graveyards  and  cemeteries,  old  land  and  court 
records,  obituary  notices,  old  letters,  for  in  this  pursuit  death  is  a  begin¬ 
ning  and  from  these  we  try  to  grow  living  relatives. 

In  digging  up  these  old  family  skeletons,  I  have  tried  to  be 
completely  honest.  Difficulties  enter  along  the  way  due  to  different 
spellings  of  the  same  name,  people  who  fib  about  their  birthdate,  but  at 
best  family  records  in  the  early  days  from  their  very  nature  were  never 
absolutely  complete  and  rarely  entirely  accurate.  My  own  records  are 
therefore  unquestionably  open  to  that  criticism  as  there  are  several  from 
whom  I  have  had  no  information  at  all.  Where  abundant  information  has 
been  furnished,  it  has  been  unusually  interesting.  This  is  not  designed  to 
be  merely  a  mortuary  record,  but  as  far  as  possible  to  be  a  compilation  of 
facts  of  real  interest  about  our  ancestors  as  well  as  dates.  It  would  be 
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Geiger  Family- 


nice  to  include  with  this  genealogy  photogravures  of  members  of  the 
family  from  old  photographs,  but  lack  the  photographs  and  facilities  to 
reproduce  the  same.  Some  people  would  just  as  soon  forget  past  family 
skeletons,  fearing  they  might  uproot  a  scallywag,  a  grafter  or  a  horse 
thief,  pirates  or  relatives  who  have  been  thrown  in  jail.  But  it  is 
interesting  to  find  in  all  my  search  an  exhibition  of  those  early  traits  of 
hard  working,  sturdy,  honest  and  law  abiding  people  as  evidenced  by  their 
standing  and  leadership  in  every  generation. 

In  October  1958,  Mrs.  Otis  and  I  made  a  trip  to  Missouri 
visiting  Westboro,  Tarkio,  Rock  Port  and  St.  Louis  where  a  first-hand 
inspection  was  made  of  this  region.  I  am  indebted  to  the  following  for 
information  and  leads: 

To  Mrs.  W.  W.  Holliway  with  whom  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
visiting  in  Rock  Port,  her  family  having  been  very  close 
neighbors  to  Charles  Geiger.  With  them  we  visited  Green 
Hill  cemetery  to  the  grave  of  Charles  Geiger  and  Josep 
Geiger  (Jr.  ).  Although  Mrs.  Holliway  is  in  her  late  70's 
she  has  been  most  helpful  going  to  the  cemetery  and  reading 
inscriptions  and  dates  on  tombstones,  searching  obituary 
columns  in  the  file  of  old  newspapers  and  from  her  personal 
recollections  given  valuable  information  and  leads. 

To  Mrs.  Charles  Sickler  and  daughter  Gertrude  whom  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  visiting.  Mrs.  Sickler  in  her  late  80’s, 
accompanied  us  to  the  Smith  cemetery  where  we  inspected  the 
tombstones  of  Joseph,  Catharina,  Marie  and  Anton  Geiger. 

Mrs.  Sickler’s  fathe r- in-law,  Miles  Sickler  bought  the  Geiger 
farm  in  1882  and  she  still  resides  on  the  farm.  A  remarkable 
personage  with  clarity  of  mind,  she  was  able  to  give  me  much 
first-hand  information. 

To  Dorothy,  Edwin  and  Benjamin  Brehm  whom  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  in  St.  Louis  and  who  supplied  me  with  a  host 
of  letters  which  my  mother  wrote  to  their  mother  dating  back  to 
1880,  together  with  many  photographs  of  my  family  which  are 
greatly  prized  and  very  informative. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Probate  Court  of  Atchison  County  for  search 
of  records  and  to  all  other  cousins  who  have  been  most  cooperative 
in  furnishing  all  information  possible. 

Mistakes  are  bound  to  enter  into  an  undertaking  of  this  kind  and 
it  is  my  hope  that  all  reading  this  account  will  give  it  their  careful 
scrutiny  and  that  they  will  immediately  let  me  know  of  their  existence 
so  that  corrections  can  be  made.  Also  as  additions  to  the  family  tree 
occur,  or  decreases  as  the  case  may  be,  I  would  appreciate  this  in¬ 
formation  so  that  this  tree  can  be  perpetuated  and  revised  from 
time  to  time. 

Erwin  J.  Otis 
22344  Gregory 
Dearborn,  Michigan 
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The  early  history  of  the  Missouri  Geiger  family  is  very  obscure. 

From  1850  to  1880  there  are  very  few  authentic  records  to  turn  to  for 
information  in  Missouri  and  what  facts  are  herein  recorded  of  the  early 
family  is  that  by  word  of  mouth  to  the  third  generation. 

There  were  four  brothers:  Charles  (1),  Joseph  (2),  Benedict  (3), 
and  Felix  (4)  who  emigrated  from  Germany  to  the  United  States.  From 
where  in  Germany  they  came  is  in  question.  Some  say  Hamburg 
(extreme  north  and  could  be  only  the  point  of  embarkation);  while  others 
say  Freiberg  (extreme  eastern  part  a  few  miles  southwest  of  Dresden). 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  there  are  other  cities  in  Gerinany,  Freiburg  and 
Friedburg,  the  three  having  similar  pronunciation.  The  date  at  which 
the  brothers  came  to  the  United  States  is  questionable,  as  well  as 
whether  they  all  came  at  the  same  time  or  separately.  Port  of  Entry  to 
the  Unit  d  States  was  presumably  New  Orleans  from  whence  they  came  to 
St.  Louis.  About  1853-54  a  movement  of  German  immigration  began  into 
the  United  States  and  a  large  number  of  people  were  sent  over  from  Germany 
to  New  Orleans,  shipped  up  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers  to  St. 

Louis  and  other  points  in  Missouri.  This  German  influence  in  and  around 
St.  Louis  since  1850  has  been  of  great  influence  and  at  that  time  constituted 
one-half  of  the  foreign  born  population.  Germany's  purpose  was  to  settle 
colonies  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States  and  let  them  spread  out 
until  they  became  numerous  here.  Then  Germany  could  take  over  this 
country  much  as  the  French  became  the  majority  people  in  Canada.  The 
distance  was  so  great  and  transportation  so  slow  and  Germany  was  so  busy 
in  Europe  that  the  plan  failed.  A  great  many  of  these  Germans  and  their 
descendants  have  remained  in  Missouri  and  their  influence  has  been  felt 
in  education  and  in  anti-slavery  causes.  But  as  the  Northerners  came  and 
settled  in  Missouri  following  the  Civil  YtTar,  the  Germans  became  absorbed 
in  the  na.tive  mass.  A  small  company  of  these  St.  Louis  Germans  came  to 
what  is  now  Rock  Port  and  settled  a  socialist  colony  there.  It,  too,  failed 
and  they  too  became  content  to  be  citizens  of  their  new  country  and  gave  up 
the  original  colony.  The  Geigers  who  came  to  the  United  States  along  about 
this  time  could  have  been  of  that  group. 

Mary  Geiger  (1C)  was  born  in  Germany  1-22-1855  and  according 
to  her  children  came  to  the  United  States  when  she  was  around  two  years 
of  age  which  could  establish  Charles  Geiger  (1)  having  come  to  the 
United  States  around  1857.  Joseph  Geiger  (2)  having  been  married  in 
Rock  Port,  Mo.  in  1858  would  indicate  his  having  established  residence 
in  the  U.S.  prior  to  that  time  and  we  can  suppose  that  1857  might  also 
be  his  date  of  entering  into  the  U.S.  Dorothy  Brehm  (8F)  says  that 
her  mother  Mary  Geiger  (IF)  born  in  Germany  in  1851  was  three  to  four 
years  of  age  when  her  parents  came  to  the  U.S.  which  would  indicate 
that  Felix  Geiger  (4)  came  to  America  about  1854-55.  All  of  which 
might  indicate  that  the  four  brothers  did  not  emigrate  to  the  U.S.  at  the 
same  time. 
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In  endeavoring  to  get  some  information  from  the  government 
immigration  service  I  am  advised  through  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Justice, 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  to  the  effect  "Existing  regulations 
will  not  permit  this  service  to  furnish  you  the  information  you  seek.  " 

Felix  Geiger  (4)  being  the  younger  of  the  four  brothers  is  the 
only  one  of  whom  there  is  a  record  of  having  served  in  the  Civil  War.  The 
Adjutant  General's  office,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  advise  that  Felix,  then 
living  in  Rock  Port,  Mo.  ,  was  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  52nd.  regiment 
militia,  Company  G.  under  Lt.  Col.  Crittenden  and  ordered  into  active 
service  August  18,  1862  at  Boonville,  Mo.  He  was  relieved  from  duty 
November  8,  1862  after  the  second  battle  of  Boonville.  Boonville  was  a 
strategic  point  some  35  miles  up  the  Missouri  river  from  Jefferson  City 
(capital  city  of  Missouri)  and  situated  on  a  bluff  100  feet  above  the  river 
where  command  of  the  Missouri  river  was  obtainable.  The  battles  of  Boon¬ 
ville  No.  1  and  2  were  among  the  first  of  the  Civil  War.  For  some  time 
tension  had  been  building  up  between  the  States  of  the  North  and  the  South 
on  Secession  -  11  states  forming  the  Confederacy.  Missouri  was  divided 
on  this  ussue  and  citizens  served  on  either  side,  a  strong  confederate 
element  on  one  flank  and  the  Unionist  element  on  the  other  flank  and  the 
two  factions  became  anxious  to  resort  to  force  long  before  the  other  states. 

From  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Missouri  at  Columbus,  Mo. 
they  advise  that  this  Boonville  skirmish  is  classified  inofficial  military 
reports  as  an  "action"  and  further  "The  Society  does  not  have  in  its  files 
official  military  service  records  of  Missouri  Civil  War  soldiers.  Since 
the  information  sent  you  by  the  Missouri  Adjutant  General's  office  con¬ 
cerning  Felix  Geiger's  military  record  does  not  mention  service  in  a  Home 
Guard  regiment,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  suggest  a  source  through  which  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  subject  might  be  found.  "  Information  handed  down  by 
Felix's  daughter  Mary  (IF)  to  her  children  to  the  effect  that  she  trudged 
along  to  war  with  her  father,  that  Felix  was  captured  in  this  skirmish, 
was  condemned  to  death  but  was  released  through  exchange  of  prisoners 
which  was  common  practice  in  those  days. 

Those  pioneer  days  were  hectic  times.  A  Westward-Ho  move¬ 
ment  was  on  foot  and  covered  wagons  were  crossing  the  land  through 
Missouri  with  much  looting  going  on.  Cattle  rustlers  from  the  South  were 
on  the  loose  a.nd  as  the  railroads  pushed  westward  with  the  turn  of  the  187  0's 
a  rough  and  ready  element  pervaded  the  territory.  But  a  large  number  of 
these  German  people  preferred  to  stay  in  Missouri,  the  region  around 
Rock  Port  being  very  fertile  and  this  section  be  came  known  for  its 
lumbering,  farming  and  cattle  raising. 


ROCK  PORT,  MISSOURI 


As  one  approaches  the  city  limits  of  Rock  Port,  a  bronze  road 
side  historical  marker  has  been  erected  reading  as  follows: 

"Rock  Port,  the  seat  of  Atchison  County,  serves  an  area  first 
settled  by  H.  B.  Roberts  and  Thomas  Wilson  in  1839  and  listed  in  1850  as 
having  the  highest  valued  land  and  buildings  in  Missouri.  Early  settle¬ 
ments  near  here  included  a  short  lived  German  codony  1846-1847  directed 
by  Cornalius  Schubert. 

In  the  Civil  War,  Rock  Port  and  Atchison  county  were  at  times 
subjected  to  guerrilla  raids  and  troup  movements.  It  was  not  until  1881 
when  the  railroads  were  built  through  the  county  that  property  was  assured. 

In  1880  Tarkio,  the  county's  largest  town  was  laid  out  by  Charles  Perkins 
on  Tarkio  Indian- Walnut  River.  Tarkio  (Presbyterian)  College  was  founded 
in  1883-1885. 

Rock  Port  was  first  incorporated  in  1855  as  Rockport  and  this 
form  of  spelling  has  also  been  used.  In  town  is  the  Cojnty  World  War  I 
Memorial  Building.  The  Brownville,  Mo.  River  bridge  (1940)  between 
Missouri  and  Nebraska  is  owned  by  the  county.  Associated  with  county 
growth  are  Henry  F.  Stapel,  Rock  Port  editor,  a  pioneer  in  mutual 
insurance  movement  and  David  Rankin,  noted  farmer  and  pioneer  in  the 
settlement  of  Tarkio." 

On  the  reverse  side  the  reading  is  as  follows: 

"Here  in  Rock  Creek  in  Missouri's  fertile  glacial  plains. 

Rock  Port  was  laid  out  18  51  by  Nathan  Meek  and  succeeded  Linden  as 
seat  of  Atchison  County  1856.  A  leader  in  corn  production,  the  county 
organized  1845,  is  named  for  United  States  Senator  David  R.  Atchison. 

In  extreme  northwest  Missouri  it  is  one  of  eight  counties  formed  from  the 
Platte  Indian  purchase  annexed  to  Missouri  in  1837.  The  county' s  north 
boundry  was  unsettled  until  1851  when  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  had  the 
Missouri-Iowa  boundry  marked.  To  the  west  the  Missouri  river  channel 
separates  the  county  from  Nebraska.  In  1867  the  river  altered  its  course 
at  one  spot  and  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  the  abandoned  channel  the  boundry  to 
Nebraska  in  1904  thus  giving  land  east  of  the  river  to  Nebraska.  In  1857 
Missouri  and  Nebraska  agreed  to  re-establish  the  river  boundry  at  this 
spot. 


The  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition  camped  along  the  Missouri 
river  in  what  is  now  Atchison  county  and  Clark  impressed  by  the  bare 
hills  rising  from  the  river  plane  named  the  area  Baldplated  Prarie.  Lewis 
explored  nereby  Nishnabotna  (Indiana-Canoe  making)  river  and  called 
the  country  handsome. 
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(1)  GEIGER  -  CHARLES 

Born  in  or  around  Freiberg,  Germany  in  1813.  Emigrated  to  the 
United  States  (New  Orleans  point  of  entry)  around  1857.  Charles'  wife, 
Theresa,  was  born  in  Germany  10-6-1820  and  came  to  America  with 
Charles  and  daughter  Mary  (1C)  -  moved  to  St.  Louis ,  into  IHircis  and 
then  to  Rock  Port,  Missouri  where  they  acquired  a  175  acre  farm  at  the 
corporate  limits  of  Rock  Port.  They  were  hard-working  people,  good 

neighbors,  spoke  broken  English,  loved  flowers  and  were  respected 
citizens  of  the  community.  Charles  and  Theresa  had  only  the  one  child, 

Mary,  born  in  1855  in  Germany.  Mary,  following  her  marriage  to  John 
Reitz  lived  close  to  her  parents  and  her  children  (7  sons  and  3  daughters) 
would  help  Charles  on  the  farm  as  they  became  old  enough  as  Charles  was 
experiencing  very  poor  health  and  could  not  carry  on  the  farm  alone. 

Charles  died  December  25,  1899  at  age  86  after  a  long  and  severe 
illness  and  is  buried  in  Green  Kill  cemetery  in  Rock  Port,  Mo.  Medical 
and  doctor  bills  for  Charles'  illness  consumed  the  farm  and  family 
resources  and  daughter  Mary  and  her  husband  moved  to  the  northern  part 
of  Atchison  County  on  some  land  belonging  to  John  Rapp  who  later  moved 
them  to  some  of  his  land  near  St.  Edward,  Nebraska.  Charles'  wife, 

Theresa  went  along  with  daughter  Mary  on  these  moves  and  died  June  12,  1912 
at  St.  Edward,  Nebraska  at  age  89  yrs.8  mo.  6  days.  Burial  in  Skeedee 
Cemetery  at  St.  Edward,  a  small  country  cemetery  near  their  farm. 
Charles  had  brothers  Joseph  (2)  and  Benedick  (3)  who  owned  farms  on  the 
other  side  of  town.  After  the  untimely  death  of  his  brother  Joseph  in  1874, 
a  nephew  Joseph  Bodlieb  (10)  came  to  live  with  Charles  and  remained  until 
Joe's  death  in  1892  at  the  age  of  27  frompneumonia. 

(2)  GEIGER  -  JOSEPH 

Born  in  or  around  Freiberg,  Germany  February  15,  1822  where  he 
lived  for  34  years  for  it  was  between  1855-1857  that  Joseph,  along  with 
brother  Charles  (1)  Benedick  (3)  and  Felix  (4)  left  Germany  and  set  sail 
for  the  U.S.  to  enjoy  the  privileges  that  America  had  to  offer.  Brother 
Charles  as  stated  above  established  himself  at  Rock  Port  and  it  is  not  known 
whether  he  preceded  the  arrival  of  these  other  brothers  and  was  the  domi¬ 
nating  influence  in  their  settling  in  Rock  Port  or  not. 

Joseph  met  Katheria  Holtzmarth,  a  widow  with  an  infant  son  Frederick 
(5)  and  they  were  married  December  26,  i858  at  Rock  Port.  (This  is 
attested  to  by  a  certified  copy  of  their  marriage  license  by  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  minister  M.  Mullenroat  and  furnished  by  the  Circuit  Clerk  and 
Recorder  for  Atchison  County,  Rock  Port,  Mo.  )  Little  is  known  about 
the  life  of  Joseph  except  that  he  farmed,  was  a  cabinet  maker  and  made 
coffins.  I  can  remember  my  mother  (6)  relating  that  when  an  order  came 
in  for  a  coffin  (coffins  not  being  stocked  in  those  days)  her  father  would 
work  into  the  night.  Their  only  light  v/as  candle  light  and  mother  (6) 
being  the  oldest  would  have  to  hold  the  candle,  would  fall  asleep,  drop 
the  candle  and  receive  a  cuff  on  the  ear  as  a  reward.  The  younger  children 
used  to  amuse  themselves  playing  with  the  beautiful  brass  upholstery 
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buttons  he  used  in  his  work.  Mrs.  Charles  Sickler  who  owns  and  lives 
on  the  Joseph  Geiger  farm  has  been  most  helpful  and  cooperative  in 
giving  many  details  that  she  remembers  as  a  girl  of  the  Geiger  family. 

She  is  now  38  years  old  and  very  active  and  alert.  Mrs.  Sickler  showed 
me  the  original  deeds  (4  in  number)  covering  the  purchase  of  land  which 
comprised  the  Joseph  Geiger  farm  of  88-1/4  acres  acquired  in  1869. 

This  farm  was  some  2-1/2  miles  N.E.  of  Rock  Port  and  was 
almost  directly  across  the  road  from  the  Benedick  Geiger  farm.  The 
brother  Charles '(1)  farm  comprising  175  acres  was  on  the  other  side  of 
Rock  Port  just  outside  the  corporate  limits. 

To  this  union  were  born  7  children:  Louisa  M.  October  6,  1859 

(6) ;  Maria,  October  13,  1860  (7);  Charles,  February  21,  1861  (3); 

Gatharina  Jan  7,  1863  (9);  Joseph  January  29,  1865  (10):  Theresa  February 
10,  1867  (11):  and  Anton  February  12,  1871  (12). 

A  typhoid  epidemic  seems  to  have  gripped  the  region  of  Rock 
Port  in  1874  from  which  many  people  died  and  which  unfortunately  hit  the 
Geiger  family  for  on  February  9,  Joseph;  February  18  his  wife  Katharina; 
and  February  20,  son  Anton,  all  died  from  this  epidemic.  Daughter  Maria 

(7)  also  affected  was  cared  for  by  a  sister  of  Katharina,  Mrs.  Frederick 
Traub,  but  death  overtook  her  January  7,  1875  from  spinal  meningitis. 
These  four  people  are  buried  in  Smith  Cemetery,  a  country  cemetery  about 
2  miles  N.E.  of  Rock  Port  and  1  mile  from  their  farm.  The  script  on  the 
tombstones  is  in  German  and  while  these  stones  are  moss  grown  they  are 
still  legible. 


Probate  Court  records  at  Rock  Port  show  Joseph's  will  was 
admitted  to  probate  February  19,  1874  with  Frederick  Traub  (brother- 
in-law)  as  executor.  Inventory  made  at  the  time  showed  95  acres  of  land- 
6  horses,  74  hogs;  23  head  of  cattle,  ;  100  chickens  -  furniture,  dishes, 
tools,  household  effects  and  personal  items  all  totaling  $3,188.7  3. 

Final  discharge  was  made  May  20,  1880  when  the  land  was  turned  over  to 
Sheriff  James  B.  Gray  as  trustee  for  the  heirs  of  Joseph.  Accordingly  in 
the  May  term  of  court  in  1881  a  cause  of  action  was  filed  by  Louisa  Geiger, 
Frederick  Geiger  and  Catherine  Geiger,  a  minor  by  Malcolm  McKillop  her 
guardian,  as  petitioners  against  Charles  Geiger,  Joseph  G.  Geiger  and 
Theresa  Geiger,  minors  and  defendants  for  the  sale  of  the  farm.  Sale  was 
made  through  the  court  October  1,  1881  to  Frederick  Geiger  for  $2191.  37  - 
1/4  in  cash  and  balance  in  three  equal  annual  payments  with  interest  at 
10%.  Louisa  Geiger  and  Catherine  Geiger  thereupon  issued  a  quit  claim 
deed  to  Frederick  Geiger  for  2/30  of  all  of  the  land  described  in  the  partition. 
This  deed  was  presented  to  the  Judge  of  Circuit  Court  October  1,  1881. 

On  August  31,  1832  Frederick  Geiger  deeded  the  property  to  Miles  Sickler 
for  $2471.  00,  the  heirs  of  Joseph  paid  off  and  the  estate  closed. 
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Joseph  Geiger  was  a  very  industrious  man,  a  good  citizen, 
mild  mannered  but  strict  with  the  children,  spoke  broken  english 
and  never  left  Rock  Port  after  arrival.  The  old  well  which  Joseph 
built  is  still  delivering  water  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Sickler. 

The  original  farm  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years  ago  and  replaced 
with  a  new  building. 

(3)  GEIGER  -  BENEDICK 

Born  in  or  around  Freiberg,  Germany  in  the  year  1824  where 
he  lived  for  32  years  and  then  emigrated  to  the  U.  S.  around  the  years 
1855-1857,  along  with  his  three  brothers  Cha.rles  (1)  Joseph  (2)  and 
Felix  (4).  Benedick  pursued  farming  and  bought  a  37  acre  farm  almost 
across  the  road  from  that  of  his  brother  Joseph  where  he  lived  for  some 
48  years.  Benedick  never  married  and  batched  until  1889  when  he  boa.rded 
for  the  next  13  years  with  the  Sickler's  who  were  then  living  on  the  Joseph 
Geiger  farm.  Benedick  was  suffering  with  kidney  and  prostrate  trouble 
and  had  to  have  the  Sickler's  go  to  town  nights  and  days  to  get  the  doctor 
to  relieve  him.  He  wanted  the  Sickler's  to  care  for  him  for  the  crops  on 
his  place,  but  his  care  was  too  much  for  the  Siclclers  who  themselves 
were  plagued  with  much  sickness. 

In  1902  Benedick  sold  the  farm  to  George  Walter  on  some  sort  of 
terms.  Walter  was  living  on  a  neighboring  farm  and  Benedick  was  to 
stay  with  the  Walters  which  was  part  of  the  agreement.  George  Walter 
turned  out  to  be  a  heavy  drinker  and  a  conniving  individual  -  got 
Benedick  to  sign  over  the  farm  to  him  for  $1900.  00  -  destroyed  all  the 
other  papers  and  then  put  him  in  a  dirty  granery  to  live.  Walter  then 
kicked  Benedick  out  and  put  him  in  an  upstairs,  unheated  room,  which 
was  in  terrible  shape,  in  an  old  house  in  town  with  no  means  of  support. 

A  Gus  Newell  got  in  touch  with  Eouisa  M.  Geiger  Otis  (6)  who  came 
to  Rock  Port  August  2,  1907  from  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  to  investigate. 

She  found  Benedick  so  low  in  spirit  and  health  that  he  was  willing  to  die. 

So  bad  were  conditions  under  which  Benedick  was  living  that  she  immediately 
got  in  touch  with  her  brother  Charles  Geiger  (8)  at  Rapid  City,  South 
Dakota  who  came  and  took  Benedick  to  So.  Dakota  to  live  with  him. 

Charles  appreciated  all  that  Benedick  had  done  for  him  as  a  young  man 
from  the  time  hisfather  and  mother  di  d  in  1874  when  he  was  only  13  years 
old  until  he  left  to  go  to  So.  Dakota  in  1882,  some  8  years  later.  Through 
good  care,  Benedick  lived  in  South  Dakota  for  another  ?  years.  He  died 
in  1914  at  the  age  of  90  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Rapid  City, 

So.  Dakota. 

Benedick  was  very  frugile  and  saving.  Mrs.  Sickler,  with  whom 
he  boarded  for  13  years,  relates  that  Benedick  never  entertained  any  of 
his  relationship  for  fear  they  would  charge  him  for  it.  He  would  visit 
his  Brother  Charles  (1)  and  nephew  Joe  (10)  who  lived  on  the  other  side 
of  town,  but  Benedick  and  Charles  did  not  get  along  well  because  of  the 
very  poor  treatment  Benedick  thought  Joe  received  from  his  Uncle 
Charles  which  contributed  to  his  early  death. 
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George  Walter  went  through  everything  and  sold  the  farm  to  his 
brother  Henry  Walter  who  in  turn  passed  it  on  to  his  two  old  maid 
daughters,  Lena  and  Lizzie,  who  own  it  now. 

(5)  GEIGER  -  FREDERICK  JOSEPH 

Born  September  26,  1857  -  This  is  established  by  a  notation  in 
an  old  book  in  the  possession  of  his  son  Charles  "Swenton's  Word  Book 
of  English  Spelling  -  Oral  and  Written”  published  in  1375  on  the  fly  leaf 
of  which  Frederick  noted  "Frederick  Geiger  book  -  Rock  Port,  Mo.  I 
was  born  26th  of  September  1857.  ” 

Parentage  of  Frederick  is  obscure,  the  assumption  being  that  his 
mother  was  Catharina  Holtzmarth  -  a  widow  with  son  Frederick  who 
married  Joseph  Geiger  December  26,  1858  at  Rock  Port,  Mo.  This 
marriage  is  recorded  in  the  Probate  and  Magistrate  Courts  of  Atchison 
County,  Rock  Port,  Mo.  certified  copy  by  the  Recorder  of  said  court  as 
follows: 


"MARRIAGE  LICENSE” 

"This  is  to  certify  that  on  the  26th  day  of  December  1858 
I  was  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  joined  in  the  Hcly  Matrimony  Joseph  Geiger  and 
Catherina  Holtzmarth  both  of  Atchison  County,  Missouri. 

H.  Mullenrrot 

I  certify  that  I  recorded  the  foregoing  certificate  of 
marriage  on  the  27th  day  of  December  1858. 

James  H.  Templeton 

Just  where  Frederick  was  born  is  uncertain.  Speculation  being 
that  he  was  born  in  Friedburg,  Germany,  his  father  (Holtzmarth)  having 
died  on  board  boat  in  making  the  passage  to  America  and  buried  at  sea.  I 
quote  from  a  letter  dated  January  23,  1930  from  Charles  Geiger  (8)  to  his 
sister  Theresa  (11)  as  follows: 

"Father  and  Mother  came  over  in  the  same  ship  but  Mother 
was  married  in  the  old  country  which  Fred  was  her  first  child. 
Fred’s  father  died  on  the  ocean  and  Father  took  up  with  Mother 
and  they  were  married  in  Rock  Port,  Mo.  " 

Frederick,  along  with  six  younger  brothers  and  sisters  live  on 
an  88  acre  farm  some  3  to  4  miles  N.E.  of  Rock  Port  and  had  no  schooling 
beyond  the  fifth  grade;  however,  the  handwrite  of  his  signature  to  deeds 
which  I  saw  (see  under  (2)  was  perfect  penmanship.  It  is  to  be  noted  that 
on  all  the  deeds  which  I  saw,  Frederick  signed  his  name  with  the  second 
"E"  whereas  on  his  tombstone  his  name  is  recorded  with  only  one  "e". 
(Fredrick).  It  is  possible  that  at  some  later  date  he  used  the  contracted 
form  of  spelling. 
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On  February  9,  1874  both  father  and  mother  died  and 
Frederick  and  brother  Charles  continued  to  batch  and  work  the  farm 
along  with  the  help  of  their  Uncle  Benedick  (3)  whose  farm  was  just 
across  the  road.  Frederick's  10  year  old  brother,  Joseph,  (10)  went  to 
stay  with  his  Uncle  Charles  (1)  and  sister  Louise  (6)  Catherine  (9)  and 
Theresa  (11)  were  adopted  out  with  other  families.  In  August  1822  the  farm 
was  sold  to  Miles  Sickler  (see  under  (2)  and  what  Frederick  and  Charles 
did  during  the  following  year  is  not  known,  but  in  the  year  1883  these  two 
brothers  left  Rock  Port,  driving  a  mule  team  and  getting  as  far  as  Deer 
Lodge,  Montana,  where  they  spent  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1884, 
Frederick  returned  to  Spring  Creek,  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  where  he 
took  out  a  homestead  for  160  acres  of  farm  land  and  160  acres  of  timber 
land.  Later  brother  Charles  jointed  Frederick,  built  a  house  and  batched 
for  a  number  of  years.  Brother  Charles  subsequently  homesteaded  a  320 
acre  plot  some  5  to  7  miles  further  down  the  valley.  In  tie  meantime 
Frederick's  home  burned  and  most  all  records  were  destroyed.  He  re¬ 
built  the  home  and  acquired  additional  acreage  close  by  through  purchase, 
the  extent  of  which  is  not  known. 

June  30  1898  Frederick  married  a  school  teacher,  Mary  A. 
Nestlerode  of  Lewiston,  Illinois,  at  Rapid  City,  So.  Dakota  by  D.  W. 

Tracy,  Pastor  of  the  M.E.  Church,  but  they  were  divorced  August 
26,  1901,  after  three  years.  On  March  31,  1902  Frederick  married 
Anna  Toetschinger  at  Rapid  City,  So.  Dakota.  Anna  was  born  7-28-187  5 
in  Austria,  somewhere  east  of  Vienna  and  emigrated  to  America,  coming 
first  to  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  but  being  unable  to  locate  friends  who 
had  moved  away,  went  to  Fairburn,  So.  Dakota  to  locate  friends  of  whom 
she  had  addresses.  After  a  short  time  she  came  to  Rapid  City,  was 
naturalized  and  worked  as  a  domestic.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
children:  Charles  Frederick  Geiger  (13)  September  9,  1907;  Joseph  F. 
Geiger  (14)  June  11,  1909'  Lyma  Marie  Geiger  (15)  February  21,  1912; 

Ida  Elizabeth  Geiger  (15)  .June  12,  1915.  Just  prior  to  the  birth  of  Ida,  Anna 
stood  on  a  box  in  the  cattle  shed  to  get  a  setting  hen  off  her  nest  and  fell 
with  resulting  complicaticns  which  followed  the  birth  of  Ida  and  she  died 
July  2,  1915  at  the  age  of  40.  Funeral  was  held  at  the  ranch  house,  a 
Presbyterian  or  Baptist  minister  offic' ating,  and  burial  was  in  the  Rapid 
City  Cemetery. 

Frederick  was  having  trouble  finding  suitable  hoisekeepers  to 
come  to  the  country  ranch  home  to  care  for  these  young  children  and  sold 
the  ranch  (some  to  his  brother  Charles)  and  moved  to  Rapid  City  and 
invested  his  money  in  real  estate.  This  was  at  the  time  of  V/orld  War  I 
when  land  prices  were  up  and  proved  to  be  the  right  move.  In  the  winter 
of  1918  Frederick  contracted  pneumonia  and  died  January  16,  1918 
(Pennington  Court  records)  Funeral  was  from  the  family  home,  a 
Methodist  minister  conducting  and  burial  in  the  Rapid  City  Cemetery  along 
with  his  wife,  Anna. 
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(6)  GEIGER  -  LOUISA  M. 

First  child  of  Joseph  (2)  and  Catharina  (Holtzmarth)  Geiger, 
born  October  6,  1859  at  Rock  Port,  and  lived  with  her  parents  on 

an  88  acre  farm  3  miles  N.E.  of  town  until  the  age  of  15  when  both 
father  and  mother  died  at  the  same  time  from  diptheria  (1874)  leaving  7 
small  children,  Louisa  being  the  oldest  at  15  and  Benjamin  (12)  the 
youngest  at  three.  The  children  were  placed  in  various  homes  and 
Louisa  was  assigned  to  the  home  of  Hon.  Malcolm  McKillop,  a  prominent 
lawyer  in  Rock  Port  and  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  who  had  a  very 
large  house  and  four  small  daughters.  Louisa  had  to  work  hard,  but  was 
treated  very  well  but  had  little  opportunity  for  schooling.  Being  the  oldest, 
Louisa  played  the  role  of  sister  -  mother  for  her  two  sisters,  Kate  and 
Theresa  and  kept  close  to  her  brothers  Frederick  and  Charles  who  lived 
on  the  farm  under  the  guidance  of  their  Uncle  Benedick  while  brother  Joe 
went  to  stay  with  his  Uncle  Charles. 

On  June  8,  1881  Louisa  married  Willard  D.  Otis  who  was  born 
at  Wilna,  N.  Y.  October  14,  1857.  Willard  had  been  working  for  a  Bob 
Lynn  who  was  a  kin  to  the  McKillop's  and  who  operated  a  nursery  for 
plants  about  6  miles  east  of  Rock  Port.  The  McKillops  gave  Louisa,  a 
wonderful  wedding  reception  and  dinner  following  which  they  went  to  West- 
boro  where  Willard  stood  up  for  his  twin  brother,  Dr.  William  Otis, 
wedding  on  June  9  th.  Following  a  short  honeym.oon  trip  to  St.  Joseph, 

Mo.  they  took  up  residence  at  Westboro  where  they  had  purchased  a  house. 
Mr.  Otis  was  working  for  Sawyer,  Howard  and  Company,  dealers  in  dry 
goods,  clothing,  groceries,  boots  and  shoes,  gent's  furnishings,  etc. 

($35.  00  a  month  -  $10.  00  per  month  to  live  on  -  balance  applied  to  the 
house)  In  1882  Mr.  Otis  joined  Mathuss  &  Howard  buying  and  selling 
grain  of  all  kinds.  He  also  kept  the  firms  books  and  Louisa  helped  him 
most  every  evening  until  11  and  12.  On  November  13,  1882  a  daughter 
Dora  J.  (17)  was  born  which  they  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  at  21  months 
on  August  2,  1884  with  burial  at  Rock  Port,  Mo. 

From  Westboro  Louisa  and  her  husband  took  up  residence  in 
Raymond,  Nebraska  where  Mr.  Otis  served  as  millwright  in  the  flowering 
mills.  It  was  here  on  January  25,  1886  a  son  Cha.rles  Herbert  (18)  was 
born.  From  Raymond,  Louisa  and  her  husband  went  to  Lincoln,  Nebraska 
following  which  they  went  to  Hampton,  Nebraska  where  on  November  14,  1888 
a  second  son,  Erwin  James  (19)  was  born.  Following  the  birth  of  Erwin 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  they  went  to  Blue  Springs,  Nebraska  where  Mr. 

Otis  went  into  partnership  in  the  grain,  feed  and  coal  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Culver  Brothers  &  Otis.  It  was  here  on  February  11,1890 
Mr.  Otis  was  issued  a  patent  (Patent  No.  421,108)  covering  an  instantan- 
ious  calculator  for  reducing  grains  to  bushels  (or  any  commodity  bought  or 
sold  by  the  hundred)  and  showing  the  amount  to  be  paid  or  received  at 
any  price  quoted  or  desired  and  cost  to  transport  any  kind  of  grain  to 
destination.  Apparently  for  lack  of  funds  he  was  unable  to  put  the  same  on 
the  market.  Mr.  Otis  also  manufactured  and  installed  milling  machines 
under  his  own  patents. 
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In  1893  during  the  economic  crash  of  that  time,  Culver  Bros. 

Otis  became  bankrupt  and  Louisa  and  family  moved  to  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan.  For  several  years  they  found  conditions  extremely  rough, 

Mr.  Otis  being  forced  to  do  anything  he  could  find  to  do  -  making  horn 
tables,  chairs,  foot  stools,  etc.,  which  led  him  into  furniture  repair 
and  refinishing  of  which  there  was  a  considerable  demand  in  Ann  Arbor 
because  of  the  student  movement  and  the  collection  of  antique  furniture 
by  the  faculty  members.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Otis  continued  his 
inventive  instincts,  building  a  voting  machine  which  was  the  first  used 
anywhere  in  a  general  election  in  his  ward  at  Ann  Arbor.  Also  in  1902  Mr. 
Otis  invented  a  gold  amalgamator  for  Klondike  Company  and  a  dry  gold 
separator  which  he  took  to  Arizona  March  3,  1903  for  working  Arizona 
placer  sand.  From  this,  Mr.  Otis  developed  into  general  jobbing  con¬ 
tracting. 


In  October  1905  Louisa  was  called  to  Rock  Port  to  see  what  could 
be  done  for  her  Uncle  Benedick  who  was  ill  and  failing.  She  contacted  her 
brother  Charles  who  came  from  South  Dakota  and  took  Uncle  Benedick  back 
to  South  Dakota  where  he  improved  and  lived  until  1914. 

During  these  years  Louisa  was  greatly  troubled  with  rheumatism 
in  her  arm  and  shoulder  and  worked  hard  to  maintain  their  11  room  house 
and  five  student  roomers.  Louisa  was  suffering  from  an  ulcered  stomach 
and  on  July  5,  1909  visited  all  her  brothers  and  sisters  which  took  her  to 
Rapid  City,  So.  Dakota,  Olympia,  Washington;  San  Francisco,  Fallon, 
Nevada,  and  cousins  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  arriving  home  August  29,  1909. 
Louisa  died  November  10,  1910  and  buried  at  Forest  Hill  Gemetery  at 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  She  was  a  devoted  member  and  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  Her  husband,  Willard  Otis  died  January  26,  1944  at 
the  home  of  son  Erwin  Otis  in  Dearborn,  Michigan,  and  is  buried  also  at 
Forest  Hill  Cemetery. 

(7)  GEIGER  -  MARIA  W. 

Second  child  of  Joseph  (2)  and  Cat’narina  (Holtzmarth)  Geiger, 
born  October  13,  I860  at  Reck  Port,  Mo.  Maria  contracted  spinal  menin¬ 
gitis  following  the  death  of  her  father  and  mother,  and  lingered  for  11 
months  at  the  home  of  Frederick  Traub,  Mrs.  Traub  being  a  sister  of 
Catharina.  Marie  died  January  7,  187  5  at  the  age  of  14  and  is  buried  in 
the  Smith  Cemetery  at  Rock  Port,  Mo. 
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(8)  GEIGER  -  CHARLES 

Third  child  of  Joseph  (2)  and  Catharina  (Holtzmarth)  Geiger 
born  February  21,  18  61  at  Rock  Port,  Mo.  First  26  years  spent  on  a 
farm  3  to  4  miles  N.E.  of  Rock  Port  and  had  no  schooling  beyond  the 
5th  grade.  For  details  of  his  early  life  see  the  first  part  of  the  account 
of  his  brother  Frederick  (4)  which  it  parallels. 

Brother  Frederick  preceded  Charles  to  So.  Dakota  perhaps  a 
year  or  two  as  it  seems  Charles  traveled  around  Colorado  and  Montana 
with  a  wagon  and  a  span  of  mules  presumably  working  his  way  on  various 
farms  along  the  way.  Daughter  Florence  says  that  it  was  in  the  year  1885 
that  Charles  joined  his  brother  at  Spring  Chreek,  So.  Dakota  where  they 
batched  together  for  a  few  years.  Charles  then  took  out  a  homestead  for 
320  acres  of  land  7  miles  further  down  Spring  Creek  from  his  brother 
Frederick  (21  miles  from  Rapid  City).  At  first  he  was  going  to  stake  his 
claim  adjoining  that  of  his  brother,  but  Frederick  thought  it  better  to  be 
located  some  distance  apart,  which  Charles  later  admitted  was  good  advice. 
Charles  first  filed  a  preemption  and  lived  there  six  months  before  being 
able  to  file  for  homestead.  There  was  in  effect  at  that  time  a  short  way 
to  prove  a  homestead  claim  and  Charles  chose  this  method.  After  3  years 
of  residence  and  by  paying  a  fee  of  $2.  50  per  acre  he  was  able 
to  obtain  title  to  the  land. 

July  23,  1900  Che.rlcs  married  Mrs.  Etta  (Strong)  Tye  at  Rapid 
City  So.  Dakota,  Etta  was  born  March  26,  1874  and  had  a  grown  son  at 
the  time  named  Grant  Tye.  On  May  19,  1913  Charles  and  Etta  adopted  a 
daughter  Florence  Adelle  (20)  who  was  born  July  30,  1912.  Charles  from 
this  tiine  to  1917  acquired  additional  acreage  adjoining  his  320  acres  thru 
purchase  of  his  brothers  holdings  and  from  others  offering  to  sell  to  make 
a  total  of  1280  acres.  In  1918,  following  the  death  of  his  brother  Frederick, 
Charles  sold  the  ranch  but  the  purchaser  could  not  meet  the  payments  and 
it  reverted  back  to  Charles  who  then  rented  it  out.  Charles  was  appointed 
administrator  of  his  brother  Fred's  estate,  and  took  over  the  rearing  of 
the  four  children  of  Frederick  following  his  death.  This  necessitated 
Cha.rles  residing  in  Rapid  City  as  it  was  impossible  to  find  suitable 
housekeepers  to  care  for  the  children  at  the  ranch  home.  Through  the 
following  years  the  family  of  children  grew  up,  attended  grade  and  high 
school  and  in  1930,  the  children's  education  haveing  been  secured,  settled 
the  estate  of  brother  Fred  and  divided  the  proceeds  among  the  four  children. 
Charles  F.  ;  Joseph  F.  and  Lyma  then  left  home  to  avail  themselves  of 
further  education. 

Charles  died  June  27,  1940  at  the  age  of  79  and  his  wife  Etta 
followed  him  March  14,  1952  at  the  age  of  78  from  sugar  diabetes.  Both 
are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Rapid  City.  Etta  belonged  to  the  Baptist 
Church  at  P».apid  City.  Charles  was  a  strict  disciplinarian  and  a  good 
manager.  He  did  not  discuss  much  of  his  relatives  and  corresponded  little 
with  them  and  the  lack  of  this  interchange  of  family  life  makes  it  difficult 
to  chronicle  his  movements. 
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(9)  GEIGER  -  CATHERINE 

Fourth  child  of  Joseph  Geiger  (2)  and  Catharina  (Holtzmarth) 

Geiger  born  January  7,  1863  at  Rock  Port,  Mo.  and  resided  on  an  88 
acre  farm  3  miles  N.E.  of  the  corporate  limits  until  the  age  of  11  when 
both  parents  died.  Cathatine,  according  to  a  quit  claim  deed  filed  in 
circuit  court  in  1881,  had  as  guardian  a  Malcolm  McKillop,  with  whom 
she  stayed  and  worked  while  going  through  the  public  school  at  Rock  Port. 

After  the  sale  of  the  farm  in  1881  she  and  her  sister  Theresa 
attended  Mount  Carroll  Seminary  in  Mount  Carroll,  Ill.  (now  Shimer 
College)  working  for  her  lodging.  Mount  Carroll  Seminary,  a  girls  school, 
in  those  days  offered  a  variety  of  courses  both  preparatory  and  academic 
and  it  is  here  that  Catherine  received  her  training  for  teaching.  In  the 
schools  centennial  anniversary  record  we  find  "in  the  closing  years  of 
the  seminary  a  lively  German  club  made  its  bow  and  put  on  some  delight¬ 
ful  programs.  "  Catherine  left  here  in  1886  to  teach  school,  and  in  1888 
was  teaching  in  a  country  school  in  Otis  presinct  II  miles  from  Hampton, 
Neb.  From  1889  to  1894  Catherine  taught  grade  school  (4,  5,  6)  at  Minden, 
Nebraska.  Her  daughter  has  a  picture  showing  her  class  of  second  graders 
numbering  72  which  is  huge  in  comparison  to  present  day  standards. 

Having  heard  of  the  need  for  teachers  among  the  poor  mountain 
whites  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  and  having  a  missionary  spirit, 
she  went  to  Hendersonville,  No.  Carolina  where  she  taught  the  years 
of  1894-1898  staying  with  a  Detwiler  family  who  was  proprieter  of  Judson 
College,  a  private  school,  who  with  their  three  daughters  became  very 
fond  of  Catherine.  In  1896  Mr.  Detwiler  moved  to  another  school  in 
Columbus,  a  neighboring  town  to  Hendersonville  and  Catherine  went  with 
them  where  she  took  a  course  in  botany.  It  was  here  that  Catherine  met 
Edward  Candee  Townsend  who  was  teaching  at  that  time  in  Columbus. 
Edwards  interests  being  in  flowers  took  he  and  Kate  on  many  flower 
gathering  trips  which  culminated  in  their  engagement  and  subsequent 
marriage  on  August  2,  1898  at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Otis, 
in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  (Louisa  Geiger  (6).  After  honeymooning  in  the 
Blue  Ridge  Mountains  they  returned  to  Columbus,  No.  Carolina  where 
Edward  taught  school  for  a  while  and  where  daughter  Florence  (21)  was  born. 
Edward  then  went  into  partnership  in  a  country  store  in  Lynn,  N.  Carolina. 
While  at  Lynn,  Alice  Geiger  Townsend  (22)  was  born,  but  had  the  mis¬ 
fortune  of  losing  her  after  9  months. 

Edward  C.  Townsend  was  born  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.  January 
28,  1863  -  graduated  from  Lockport  High  School  in  1881  after  which  he 
attended  Cornell  University,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1893.  While 
there  he  became  interested  in  botany  and  the  collection  of  plants  in  ani 
around  Cornell  University  which  resulted  in  the  assembling  of  a  Herbarium. 
After  he  left  Cornell  he  taught  school  in  and  around  Lockport,  N.  Y.  and 
continued  his  collection  of  flower  specimens  in  that  area  and  in  January 
1897  went  to  Columbus,  No.  Carolina  to  teach. 
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Eventually  word  came  to  Columbus  of  the  wonderful  country  out 
west  and  of  a  new  college  in  a  town  called  Olympia,  Washington,  where 
Edward  might  work  as  a  teacher.  So  the  adventurous  spirit  hit  the 
family  and  they  decided  to  try  their  luck  in  the  great  North  West.  They 
left  in  December  1903  and  traveled  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  where  they  spent  a 
very  cold  winter.  Catherine  and  daughter  Florence  put  up  in  one  room, 
with  their  only  diversion  a  walk  now  and  then  on  the  cold  streets  of 
Buffalo,  while  Edward  worked  the  winter  day  in  the  steel  mills  at  Tona- 
wando,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of  1909  they  pulled  up  stakes  and  took  the  long 
train  trip  to  Olympia,  state  capital  of  Washington  state.  Edward  taught 
for  a  short  time  in  the  college  but  the  college  did  not  survive  and  again  he 
had  to  work  in  saw  mills  to  keep  going.  He  did  some  work  in  the  U.  S. 

Land  office,  attended  business  college  in  Seattle  in  the  summer  of  1905 
and  in  1906,  entered  the  U.  S.  Land  office  as  an  engineer  which  position  he 
held  for  30  years,  retiring  July  1,  1936. 

Edward's  botanical  work  brought  him  much  honors  from  none 
other  than  the  writer  and  botonist  Donald  C.  Peattie,  who  did  an  exten¬ 
sive  piece  of  work  on  the  flora  of  Polk  County,  N.  Carolina  and  gave  him 
much  credit  for  the  plants  he  found  there  and  catalogued,  many  of  which 
had  not  been  found  before.  Part  of  his  collection  may  be  found  in  the 
University  of  Washington  at  Seattle,  Cornell  University,  National 
Herbarium  at  Washington,  D.  C.  and  "Washington  State  College  at  Pullman, 
Washington. 

Catherine  was  a  member  and  loyal  worker  in  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Olympia,  Washington,  active  in  W.C.  T.U.  work  and  that  of  her 
Sunday  School.  She  died  December  29,  1941  at  the  age  of  78,  the  body 
cremated  and  ashes  placed  in  a  niche  in  a  columbarium  at  Tacoma, 
Washington.  After  Kate's  death  Edward  went  to  Wenatchee,  Washington 
and  lived  with  his  daughter,  Florence  Eikelberner  (21)  until  his  death  on 
March  26,  1946  at  the  age  of  83.  His  body  was  also  cremated  and  the 
ashes  placed  along  with  that  of  his  wife  at  Tacoma,  Washington. 

(10)  GEIGER  -  JOSEPH  GQDLIEB 

Fifth  child  of  Joseph  (2)  and  Catharine  (Holtzmarth)  Geiger, 
born  January  29,  1865  at  Rock  Port,  Missouri.  At  the  age  of  9,  Joseph's 
parents  died  and  he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle  Charles  (1).  Little  is 
known  about  Joe,  whether  he  did  anything  other  than  help  his  uncle  on 
the  farm.  The  Atchison  County  Mail,  Friday  January  29,  1892  relates 
as  follows:  "Joseph  Godlieb  Geiger  died  at  the  home  of  his  uncle  Charles 
Geiger,  in  this  city,  on  Tuesday  January  26,  1892  of  pneumonia.  He 
lacked  but  a  few  days  of  being  twenty-seven  years  old.  He  was  steady, 
industrious  and  a  young  man  of  good  habits  and  was  well  liked  by  all  his 
acquaintances.  The  funeral  sermon  was  preached  at  the  M.  E.  Church 
on  Thursday  by  Reverend  C.  B.  Larabee.  Interment  was  at  Greenhill 
Cemetery.  " 
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(li)  GEIGER  -  THERESA  MARY 

Sixth  child  of  Joseph  Geiger  (Z)  and  Catharina  (Holtzmarth) 

Geiger  born  February  10,  1867  at  Rock  Port,  Missouri  and  resided  with 
her  parents  on  88  acre  farm  3  miles  N.E.  of  the  corporate  limits  until 
the  age  of  7  when  both  father  and  mother  died.  Theresa  was  a  very  proud 
and  brilliant  child  and  being  the  youngest  was  left  with  an  aunt  (sister-in- 
law  of  Joseph  (Z)  Mrs.  Traub)  whose  discipline  was  extreme  and  at  times 
bordered  on  cruelty  causing  Theresa  to  run  away  several  times.  The 
authorities  finally  placed  her  in  the  McKillop  home  where  she  was  treated 
like  a  daughter  and  it  was  this  loving  and  constructive  influence  that 
inspired  her  life. 

After  the  sale  of  the  farm  in  1881  Theresa  and  her  sister  Kate 
(9)  attended  Mount  Carroll  Seminary  at  Mount  Carroll,  Illinois,  (now 
Shimer  College)  where  she  worked  for  her  education.  Mount  Caroll 
Seminary  in  those  days  offered  a  variety  of  courses  both  preparatory 
and  academic.  Shimer  College  can  not  give  any  dates  of  her  attendance 
as  a  fire  in  1906  destroyed  their  building  together  with  all  their  academic 
records.  It  is  estimated  that  it  was  around  1886  that  Theresa  left  the 
seminary  to  teach  in  Minden,  Nebraska,  but  her  teaching  career  was  of  short 
duration  for  on  March  Z9,  1887  Theresa  married  Charles  E.  Coe  in 
Hampton,  Nebraska  at  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.D.Otis,  Mrs.  Otis  (Louisa 
Geiger  (6)  being  a  sister).  Charles  was  a  railroad  telegraph  operator  in 
Marysville,  Kansas  at  the  time  and  later  followed  his  vocation  in  Minden, 
Neb.  Austin,  Texas;  Pocatello,  Idaho  and  Nampa  Idaho.  In  1901  Theresa 
and  children  Neva  and  Gei  spent  the  summer  with  sister  Louisa  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

Early  in  March  1903  Charles  left  the  railraod  and  settled  on  a 
homesteand  in  Nampa,  Idaho,  but  had  to  close  out  very  shortely  there¬ 
after  as  the  land  was  taken  by  the  government  for  a  reservoir  basin. 

Charles  then  took  a  course  in  watch  making  and  optometry  and  in  1906 
moved  to  Fallon,  Nevada  where  he  established  a  jewelry  store,  repairing 
watches ,  testing  eyes  and  fitting  glasses.  On  May  14,  1910  Fallon  had  a 
bad  fire  which  took  a  goodly  portion  of  the  business  part  of  the  town,  but 
the  jewelry  store  was  not  damaged,  the  fire  being  confined  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street.  With  the  aid  of  daughter  Neva  who  had  taken  up  the 
Morse  Code,  they  continued  to  operate  the  store  and  took  on  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  office.  In  early  October  1910  Charles  took  on  another 
ranch  in  the  Sheckler  district  not  far  from  Fallon,  Nevada,  but  his  heart 
being  bad,  leased  the  ranch  and  moved  to  San  Francisco  where  he  died 
a  short  time  after. 

To  this  union  were  born  four  children;  Neva  (Z3)  June  18,  1888; 

Gei  (Z4)  June  18,  1891;  Alma  (Z5)  December  Z6,  1897  and  Edwin  (Z6) 

December  14,  1900. 
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Theresa  continued  her  interest  in  music  and  gave  piano 
lessons.  Her  husband  and  children  were  all  musically  inclined,  all 
playing  different  instruments  and  they  -were  well  known  for  their 
orchestra  which  they  organized.  Charles  was  also  organizer  and  leader 
of  the  local  town  band,  was  an  accomplished  violinist  and  could  fill  in 
with  the  band  on  any  instrument  needed. 

The  Coe's  were  members  of  the  Episcopalian  Church. 

Charles  Coe  died  January  8,  1925  at  age  66  and  Theresa 
followed  him  on  October  10,  1930  in  San  Francisco  and  both  are  buried 
in  Cypress  Lawn  Cemetery,  San  Francisco,  San  Mateo  County. 

(1.2)  GEIGER  -  ANTON  BENJAMIN 

Seventh  child  of  Joseph  (2)  and  Catharina  (Holtzmarth)  Geiger, 
born  February  12,  1871  at  Rock  Port,  Missouri.  At  the  age  of  3  he  died 
along  with  his  father  and  mother  on  February  20,  1874  and  is  buried  in 
the  Smith  Cemetery,  a  country  burial  plot  about  a  mile  outside  of 
Rock  Port,  Missouri. 

(1C)  GEIGER  -  MARY 

Only  child  of  Charles  Geiger  (1)  and  Theresa  Geiger,  born 
January  22,  1855  in  or  around  Freiberg,  Germany  and  with  her  parents 
came  to  the  United  States  (New  Orleans  port  of  entry)  around  1857  as  a 
small  girl  of  two  years  of  age.  The  family  moved  to  St.  Louis,  then 
into  Illinois  and  settled  in  Rock  Port,  Missouri  where  they  acquired  a 
17  5  acre  farm  at  the  corporate  limits. 

Little  is  known  of  the  early  life  of  Mary,  but  it  is  recorded  in 
the  Circuit  Court  Record  of  Atchison  County  that  on  July  4,  187  3  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  John  Reitz  at  age  18  at  Rock  Port,  Mo.  ,  Mary 
and  her  husband  lived  close  to  her  parents  and  helped  on  the  farm  until 
the  death  of  her  father. 

To  this  union  were  born  10  children  -  7  sons  and  3  daughters: 
viz,  Charles  Phillip  9-24-1874;  Herman  Frederick  7-10-1876;  John 
Frederick  7-5-1878;  William  Edward  8-20-1880;  Theresa  Elizabeth 
4-28-1883;  Benjamin  Franklin  8-21-1884;  Flora  Elizabeth  10-17-1887; 
George  W.  10-28-1889;  Henry  3-15-1892,*  Martha  6-4-1898. 

Mary's  father  died  December  25,  1899  after  a  prolonged  ill¬ 
ness.  Medical  and  doctor  bills  having  consumed  the  farm  and  family 
resources,  Mary  and  John  along  with  Mary's  mother  moved  to  the 
northern  part  of  Atchison  County  on  some  land  belonging  to  John  Rapp 
who  later  (around  1909)  moved  them  to  some  of  his  land  near  St.  Edward, 
Nebraska. 
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John  Reitz  was  born  November  24,  1854  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  died  June  13,  1942  at  the  home  of  his  son  Henry,  in  Genoa, 
Nebraska,  at  the  age  of  88  yrs.  6  mo.  20  da.  and  is  buried  at  Slceedee 
cemetery,  St.  Edward,  Nebraska. 

Mary  Geiger  Reitz  was  a  good  wife  and  mother  -  a  kindly 
neighbor  and  friend  -  ever  ready  to  help  those  in  need.  Mary  died  at  her 
home  in  St.  Edward,  Neb.  December  3,  1926  at  age  71  yrs.,  10  mo.,  11  da. 
and  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church 
with  interment  in  the  Skeedee  cemetery,  a  country  cemetery  near  their 
farm  home. 

(13)  GEIGER  -  CHARLES  FREDRICK 

First  child  of  Frederick  Joseph  Geiger  (5)  and  Anna  (Toetschinge r ) 
Geiger  -  born  September  9,  1907  cn  his  fathers  320  acre  ranch  on  Spring 
Creek  some  14  miles  from  Rapid  City,  So.  Dakota  where  he  lived  until  8 
years  of  age  at  which  time  his  mother  died.  Shorteiy  after  this  the 
family  moved  to  Rapid  City.  Here  for  the  next  two  years,  his  father,  thru 
housekeepers,  was  able  to  keep  the  children  together  but  again  tragedy 
struck  the  family  and  his  father  died  January  16,  1918  from  pneumonia. 

Uncle  Charles  Geiger  (8)  living  on  his  1280  acre  ranch  in  Spring 
Creek,  assumed  command  of  the  children,  but  in  order  that  Charles 
might  finish  out  the  school  year  in  Rapid  City,  stayed  with  Grant  Tye  (a 
stepson  of  Uncle  Charles)  moving  to  the  ranch  as  soon  as  school  was  out. 

In  late  August  of  1918  Uncle  Charles  sold  his  ranch  and  moved  the  family 
to  Rapid  City  which  enabled  Charles  to  finish  8th  grade  January  30,  1923. 
Shortly  after  starting  high  school  Charles  left  home  and  worked  for  4 
years  at  various  jebs  in  different  places.  From  1927-1929  he  attended 
Watertown  Commercial  College  following  which  he  worked  for  one  year 
for  the  Warren-Lamb  Lumber  Co.  sawmill  at  Rapid  City.  In  1930  upon 
the  settlement  of  his  fathers  estate,  Charles  attended  Bethel  Institute 
(Baptist)  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  to  finish  high  school.  While  there  he 
met  Ruth  Berntson  whose  home  was  35  miles  west  of  Bemidji,  Minn.  , 

Ruth  was  born  at  Cloquet,  Minn.  August  5,  1911,  daughter  of  a  retired 
Baptist  minister  aid  on  September  3,  1933  Charles  and  Ruth  were  married 
at  her  home  by  her  father.  Shortly  after  marriage  they  bought  a  small 
ranch  near  Newell,  So.  Dakota  and  continued  school,  graduating  from 
Bethel  in  1936.  In  June  1937  they  sold  the  ranch  and  took  up  residence 
near  Bemidji,  Minn,  where  Charles  worked  on  farms  and  various  con¬ 
struction  jobs.  From  1942-1945  he  attended  radio  school  training  under 
civil  service  following  which  he  became  a  civilian  radio  mechanic 
attached  to  the  air  force  at  Hill  Field,  Utah  and  Sioux  Falls  Air  Base 
at  Sicux  Falls,  So.  Dakota.  For  the  past  15  years  Charles  has  been 
employed  at  the  John  Morrell  &  Co.  (meat  packers)  where  he  has  served 
in  various  departments  of  receiving,  shipping,  inspection,  etc. 

To  this  union  were  born  daughter  Marilyn  Elizabeth  Geiger  (27) 
on  July  on  July  29,  1934  and  son  Raymond  Willard  Fredrick  Geiger  (28) 
on  November  6,  1936,  both  at  Newell,  So.  Dakota. 
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Charles  and  Ruth  are  members  of  the  Central  Baptist  church 
of  Sioux  Falls  and  reside  at  1804  S.  Menlo  Avenue,  Sioux  Falls,  So.  Dakota. 

(14)  GEIGER  -  JOSEPH  F. 

Second  child  of  Frederick  Joseph  Geiger  (5)  and  Anna  (Toetsch- 
inger)  Geiger  -  born  June  11,  1909  on  his  fathers  320  acre  ranch  in  Spring 
Creek  some  14  miles  from  Rapid  City,  So.  Dakota  where  he  lived  until  6 
years  of  age  at  which  time  his  mother  died.  Shortly  after  this,  the 
family  moved  to  Rapid  City.  Here  for  the  next  two  years  his  father,  thru 
housekeepers,  was  able  to  keep  the  children  together,  but  again  tragedy 
struck  the  family  and  his  father  died  January  16,  1918  from  pneumonia. 

Uncle  Charles  Geiger  (8)  living  on  his  1280  acre  ranch  in  Spring 
Creek  assumed  command  of  the  children  but  in  order  that  Joseph  might 
finish  out  the  school  year  in  Rapid  City  stayed  with  Grant  Tye  (a  stepson 
of  Uncle  Charles)  moving  to  the  ranch  as  soon  as  school  was  out.  In  late 
August  1918  Uncle  Charles  sold  his  ranch  and  moved  the  family  to  Rapid 
City  which  enabled  Joseph  to  continue  his  schooling.  He  was  graduated 
from  Rapid  City  High  School  June  14,  1926  following  which  he  attended 
Kankton  (So.  Dakota)  College  and  was  graduated  in  1929  with  a  B.  A.  degree. 
Following  the  settlement  of  his  father's  estate  in  1930  Joseph  left  home  and 
on  November  23,  1932  married  Alma  Heggelund  in  the  Presbyterian  parish 
house  at  Rapid  City.  Alma  was  born  November  22,  1910  at  Sulphur  So. 
Dakota.  From  1932  to  1935  Joseph  ranched  at  Enning,  So.  Dakota  and  taught 
school  at  Stoneville,  So.  Dakota.  From  1936-19  38  he  served  as  Supt.  of 
schools  at  Yale,  So.  Dakota  teaching  science  and  mathematics .  Summers 
he  took  graduate  work  at  University  of  So.  Dakota  and  in  1937  received 
his  Masters  degree  in  educational  administration.  1938-1940  Supt.  of 
schools  at  Faith,  So.  Dakota,  1941-1942  Supt.  of  Farm  Security  Administra¬ 
tion  at  Rapid  City,  So.  Dakota. 

To  this  union  was  born  a  son,  Bernard  Richard  (29)  June  17, 

1935  at  Rapid  City.  Richard  is  now  attending  U.  S.  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis,  Md.  From  1942-1945  Joseph  was  an  industrial  engineer  with 
the  U.S.  Rubber  Company  at  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  at  present 
owns  and  operates  a  super-market  at  Laytonville,  California. 

( 1 5 )  GEIGER  -  LYMA  (Mary)  MARIE 

Third  child  of  Frederick  Joseph  Geiger  (5)  and  Anna  Toets- 
chinger)  Geiger  -  born  February  21,  1912  at  Rapid  C ity,  So.  Dakota.  To 
the  age  of  three  Mary  lived  with  her  parents  on  a  32  0  acre  ranch  14 
miles  from  Rapid  City,  So.  Dakota  when  her  mother  died  (July  2,  1915) 
forcing  her  father  and  children  to  move  to  Rapid  City  to  secure  suitable 
housekeepers  for  their  care.  Two  years  later  (early  1918)  her  father 
died  and  she  was  obliged  to  move  to  the  ranch  of  her  uncle  Charles  (8) 
and  Aunt  Etta  who  undertook  the  rearing  of  the  children.  However,  later 
in  the  year  (1918)  Uncle  Charles  and  family  moved  back  to  Rapid  City 
where  Mary  attended  grade  and  high  school  graduating  in  1929  from  the 
Rapid  City  High  School.  The  following  year  (1930)  Uncle  Charles  settled 
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her  fathers  estate  and  she  went  to  school  at  the  University  of  Minnesota, 
graduating  in  1935  with  a  B.S.  and  public  health  nurse  degree.  From 
1935  -  1940  Mary  was  school  nurse  at  Austin,  Minn,  working  summers 
for  her  M.  A.  degree  at  Columbia  University  in  New  York  City. 

On  September  7,  1940  Mary  married  Garry  Hollaar  at  Austin, 
Minn.  Gary  was  born  October  28,  1907  at  Hull,  No.  Dakota,  and  was 
graduated  from  Hull  High  School  in  1926.  In  1927  he  attended  Dakota 
Business  College  at  Fargo,  No.  Dakota  after  which  he  worked  for  some 
time  for  First  Bank  Stock  Corporation  at  various  locations. 

From  August  1942  to  August  1944  Mary  was  county  nurse  at 
Litchfield,  Minn,  leaving  to  go  to  Spokane,  Washington  where  Gary  was 
stationed  during  World  War  2  and  where  she  served  as  city  visiting 
nurse.  Following  the  war  they  returned  to  Litchfield,  Minn,  where  Gary 
subsequently  became  President  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Litchfield. 

To  this  union  was  born  a  son,  Lee  Allen  Hollaar,  on  March  9 
1947.  In  1953  Mary  again  went  back  to  her  professinn  and  is  county 
nurse  and  enjoys  it  very  much.  The  Hollaars  are  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  and  active  in  the  social  and  civic  life  of  Litchfield. 

Their  present  address  is  804  No.  Marshall,  Litchfield,  Minn. 

(16)  GEIGER  -  IDA 

Fourth  child  of  Frederick  Joseph  Geiger  (5)  and  Anna  Toet- 
schinger)  Geiger  -  born  June  12,  1915  at  Rapid  City,  So.  Dakota.  Three 
weeks  after  birth  her  mother  died  to  be  followed  three  years  later  by  the 
death  of  her  father  whereupon  her  Uncle  Charles  (8)  and  Aunt  Etta 
reared  her. 

On  July  25,  1934  Ida  married  Louis  Shinost  at  the  Fairpoint  So. 
Dakota  Catholic  Church.  Louis  was  born  2-27-1913  at  Red  Owl,  So. 
Dakota.  They  have  two  sons,  James  Philip  born  September  12,  1934 
and  John  Louis  born  October  11,  1935.  Both  boys  recently  returned  to 
civilian  life  after  serving  together  in  the  army  in  Germany.  James  was 
married  July  5,  1958  to  Barbara  Ann  Bouee  at  Sturgis,  So.  Dakota. 

Having  no  word  from  Ida  the  above  is  all  the  information  I  have. 
Present  address  is  Enning,  So.  Dakota. 


(17)  OTIS  -  DORA  J. 

First  child  of  Louisa  M.  (Geiger)  Otis  and  Willard  D.Otis, 
born  November  13,  1882  at  Westboro,  Mo.  Dora  lived  for  only  21  months 
died  August  2,  18P4  at  Westboro,  Mo.  and  buried  at  Rock  Port,  Mo. 
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(!8)  OTIS  -  CHARLES  HERBERT 

Second  child  of  Louisa  M.  (Geiger)  Otis  andWillard  D.  Otis  (6) 
born  January  25,  1886  at  Raymond,  Nebraska  following  which,  with  his 
parents  moved  to  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  Hampton,  Neb.  and  in  December 
1888  to  Blue  Springs,  Neb.  where  he  lived  until  1893  when  the  family 
moved  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  In  Ann  Arbor,  Charles  went  through 
public  school,  Ann  Arbor  High  School,  graduating  in  1904,  following 
which  he  attended  the  University  of  Michigan  receiving  his  A.  B.  in  1910; 

M. A.  in  1912;  and  Ph.D.  in  1913,  in  the  meantime  serving  as  curator  and 
director  of  the  U.  of  M.  arberetum. 

After  receiving  his  doctorate,  Charles  taught  (1913-1915)  at 
Cornell  University  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  Here  he  married  Margaret  A.  Stone 
on  June  17,  1915.  Margaret  was  born  November  29,  1835  at  Cazenovia, 

N.  Y.  Graduated  from  High  school  in  Scranton,  Penna.  in  1903,  received 
her  A.  B.  in  1909  from  Cornell  Uni  vers  ity,  taught  in  Georgia  for  two  yrs. 
and  received  her  Master's  degree  in  1912  from  the  University  of  Mich. 

After  short  teaching  engagements  at  Univ.  of  Vermont  and  Univ. 
of  New  Hampshire,  Charles  went  to  Western  Reserve  Univ.  in  Cleveland 
Ohio  as  Assistant  Prof,  of  Biology  (1917-1927).  He  then  went  to  the  Univ. 
of  Wisconsin  as  Assistant  Prof,  of  botany  (1927-1930)  after  which  he 
went  to  Bowling  Green  State  University  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio  where  he 
was  Professor  and  Chairman  of  Botany  and  Zoology  departments  for  26 
years,  retiring  in  1956  as  Professor  Emeritus  of  Biology. 

While  Mr.  Otis  has  contributed  many  technical  articles  and 
treatise  in  various  scientific  publications,  he  is  best  kmown  for  his 
book  "Michigan  Trees"  which  to  date  is  in  its  13th  edition  and  still 
used  in  the  schools  in  Michigan  and  in  other  states  as  a  reference  text 
b  ook.  His  w  rit  ings  are  catalogued  in  t  he  Michi  gan  H  ist  orical  colle  cti  on 
in  the  Rac  kham  Bldg,  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

Charles  and  Margaret  have  two  children  -  Cynthia  Jane  (33) 
born  F  ebrua  ry  17,  19  21  at  Cleveland,  Ohio  and  James  J.  (34)  born 
January  18,  1924  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  They  are  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  and  Margaret  was  Foun  der  of  th  e  A.  A.  U  .  W .  in 
Bow  lin  g  Gre  en.  The  y  reside  at  303  No.  Pr  ospec  t  St.  ,  Bo  wling  Gr  een,  O. 

( 19 )  OTIS  -  ERWIN  JAMES 

Third  chil  d  of  Louisa  M.  (Geiger)  Otis  (6)  and  Willard  D  . 

Otis  -  born  November  14,  188  8  at  Hampton,  Nebraska  .  In  1893 
family  moved  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  and  Erwin  attended  public  school 
a  nd  An  n  Arb or  High  Sch  ool  graduating  in  19  09.  Attended  U  niv.  oif 
Michigan  receiving  B.  M.  E.  degre  e  i  n  1  913.  191  3  t  o  Apr  il  1916  with 

J  .  G  .  White  Management  Co  rp.  in  N.  Y.  City  and  Po  tts  vil  le,  Penn  a. 
coming  to  Detroit  to  join  the  Ford  Motor  Company  in  graphic 
statistics  and  production  control.  During  World  War  1  with  U.  S. 
Ordnance  Dept,  at  Dodge  Bros.  Ordnance  Plant  in  Detroit  as 
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U.  S.  Store  s  Inspector.  After  a  short  interlude  and  a  bout  with  influenza 
joined  Dodge  Bros,  in  19  21  which  subsequently  in  1928  was  absorbed  by 
Chrysler  Corp.  where  he  remained  for  35  years  as  group  leader  in  cost 
analysis  and  pre-p  roduc  tio  n  control. 

October  20,  1915  married  Elsa  M.  Maroney  at  Chelsea  Michigan 
Elsa  was  bor  n  Dec  ember  17  1  892  at  Chelsea  ,  gradua  ted  fr  om  Chelsea 

High  School  in  1  909  and  rec  eived  her  A  .  B  .  degr  ee  from  the  Univ.  of 
Michigan  i  n  1  913.  To  this  marriage  came  a  son,  E  rw  in  J.  Otis  ,  J  r .  (  35) 
who  was  born  March  9,1917.  Elsa  died  suddenly  from  influenza  February 

1  1,  191  8  at  Detroit  ,  Mich,  and  buried  at  Chelsea  ,  Michigan. 

September  2,  1922  married  Olive  F.  Leverett  at  Ypsilanti, 

Mich.  Olive  was  b  orn  September  13,1891  at  De  nmark,  Iowa,  attended 
public  school  there  and  De  nmark  A  cademy,  graduating  in  1909.  Came 
to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  and  attended  U  niv.  of  Michigan,  receiving  her 
A.  B  .  ini  913.  Aft  er  te  aching  E  nglish  and  Latin  i  n  Gladstone  ,  Mich, 
a nd  Mt  .  P eli  er ,  Idaho  re  turned  to  Michigan  where  she  taught  Eng  lis  b 
in  H  amtramck  High  School  until  her  marriage.  To  this  union  are  two 
s  ons  -  Wi  11a  rd  L.  (3  6)  born  February  21 , 1925  and  C  harles  L  .  (  37) 
born  October  18,1928. 

Elder  of  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Dearborn  and  member 
of  Dearborn  Lodge  F  &  A.  M.  Retired  November  1,  1956.  Address: 

2  2344  Gregory,  De  arbor  n,  M  ichigan  . 

(20)  GEIGER  -  FLORENCE  ADELLE 

Daughter  of  Cha  rles  Geiger  (8  )  a  nd  Etta  (  Ty  e)  Ge  iger  -  born 
J  uly  30, 1912  at  Fland  reau,  So.  Dakota  and  adop  ted  by  Char  les  and  Etta 
Miy  19,  191  3.  Until  the  age  of  5  she  lived  on  a  ranch  21  miles  from  Rapid 
City  on  Spring  Creek.  Upon  the  death  of  her  Uncle  Fred  (5)  she  took 
up  residence  in  Rapid  C  ity  and  1  ived  there  until  1946  .  Florence 
attended  public  school  and  high  school,  graduating  from  the  Rapid  C  ity 
High  School  in  1913.  Following  this  she  cared  for  children  and  served 
a  s  nurse  ass  istant  fo  r  i  nstructors  at  t  he  schoo  1  o  f  mines,  and  later 
spent  all  her  time  caring  for  her  father  and  mother  who  we  re  on  the 
d  ecline. 


J  anuar  y  1  0,  1945  F  lorence  was  m  arried  to  Harley  Gle  ason 
at  the  First  Baptist  churc  h  i  n  Rap  id  City,  So.  Dakota.  Harley  was 
b  orn  March  25,  19  14  at  Re  d  Owl ,  So.  Dakota  -  atte  nded  Stonev  ille 
S  o.  Dakota  High  Schoo  1  thro  ugh  10th  grade  in  19  30  -  wor  ked  in  lu  mber 
mills  and  on  farms  for  10  years  and  on  October  5,  1940  joined  the  Dakota 
National  Guards.  Fe  bruar  y  1  0,  1941  saw  Harley  in  the  Federal  service 
for  training  at  Claiborne  ,  L  a.  in  the  34th  division  known  as  the  Red 
Bull  outfit.  He  spent  better  than  three  years  overs  eas  w  ith  the  34th 
d  iv.  of  combat  engineers  driving  a  caterpillar  in  building  roads,  seeing 
duty  in  Irela  nd,  Sc  otl  and,  Africa  and  Italy.  It  was  in  Italy  that  he  was 
hit  with  artillery  fragments  which  won  him  a  purple  heart.  Harley 
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was  discharg  ed  Oc  tober  13,  1945  at  S  anta  Ana,  Calif  ornia  aft  er  5  years 
o  f  s  ervice . 

Florence’s  father  died  June  27,1940  and  after  selling  the  house 
in  Rapid  City,  her  mother  went  to  live  with  a  sister  and  Florence  and 
Harley  went  to  the  ranch  to  live  which  needed  considerable  attention 
afte  r  having  been  rented  out  for  27  years.  However,  legal  entanglements 
e  nsued  and  i  n  March  1945  s  old  out  and  moved  to  si  ster  I  da’s  place  for  a 
year.  They  then  went  to  Sturgis  where  Harley  worked  as  an  aid  at  Fort 
Mead  V  eteran’s  Hospital .  On  May  8,  1952  they  regained  pos  session  of  the 
ranch  and  moved  back  whe  re  they  still  reside  and  farm.  1280  acres 

is  a  lot  of  land  to  look  afte  r  for  man  and  wife  and  they  are  doing  a  mar¬ 
velous  job  of  it  raising  Hereford  cattle  and  feed. 

Present  address:  Hermosa,  South  Dakota 

(21)  TOY/ NS  END  -  FLORENCE  ELIZABETH 


Daughter  of  Cather  ine  (Geiger)  Townsend  (9)  and  E  dw  ard 
Candee  Townsend  -  born  September  22,  1899  at  Co  lumbus,  North  Carolina. 
In  the  spring  of  1904  at  the  age  of  5  moved  w  ith  family  to  Olympia, 
Washington  where  she  attended  grade  and  high  school  graduating  in  1917 
from  the  V/illiam  Miller  High  School.  From  1917  thru  1920  attended 
Washington  State  Normal  College  at  Bellingham,  V/ash  ington  where  she 
was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  19  20.  She  taught  first  and  second  grades 
in  King  County  for  2  years  and  Olympia  Public  Schools  3  years.  From 
1925-1  947  attended  the  University  of  V/ashington  at  Seattle  graduating 
cum  la  ude  with  a  B.  A.  degree  in  education.  Member  of  Phi  Beta 
Kappa,  honorary  scholastic;  Pi  Lambda  T  heta,  edu  cation  honorary; 

Alpha  Kappa  Delta,  sociology  honorary.  Returned  to  Olympia  Public 
Schools  1928  -1935  to  become  elementary  supervisor.  From  1936-193  8 
she  held  position  of  elementary  supervisor  in  Y/enatchee,  V/as  hington 
spending  summers  at  St  anford  U  niversity  College  of  Puget  Sound  and 
University  of  W  ashington  where  she  secured  a  life  certificate  in 
teac  hing. 


September  4,  1938  Flo  rence  was  married  to  Geo  rge  C  . 
Eikelberner  at  the  Olympia  Methodist  Church,  Olympia,  Washington 
in  which  church  she  had  worked  faithfully  for  years  in  the  Sunday  School 
with  children  in  the  primary  grades  .  George  Conn  Eikelberner  was 
born  in  V/ enatchee  ,  Wash.  April  20,190  2  and  except  for  a  brief  span  in  his 
very  early  years  has  always  lived  in  Wenatchee,  a  tte  nding  grade  and 
high  school  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1921.  Attended  Univers  ity 
of  V/ashington  1921-1922  and  played  theater  and  movie  theater  piano  and 
pipe  organ  until  around  1929  when  sound  films  came  to  the  theater.  In 
1929  entered  the  V/enatchee  Post  Office  where  is  now  one  of  the  head 
clerks  and  head  of  the  civil  service  work  in  the  city  of  Wenatchee. 
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Florence  and  George  had  one  child,  George  Townsend 
Eikelberner,  (38)  born  May  13,1940.  George  is  a  mongolian  type  child 
and  became  a  resident  of  Lakeland  Village ,  Med  ical  Lake,  Washin  gton 
at  the  age  of  5  and  is  still  in  the  institution.  December  13,1944 
Florence  started  and  still  maintains  an  antique  shop  in  her  home  "Squaw 
Saddle  Old  China  Glass  Shop.  "  She  still  carries  on  her  work  in  the 
primary  grades  in  the  Sunday  School  of  the  Wenatchee  Methodist  Church. 

Present  address:  908  Idaho  Street,  Wena  tehee.  Wash  ington. 

(22)  TOWNSEND  -  ALICE  GEIGER 

Second  child  of  Catherine  (Ge  iger )Townsend  (9)  and  Edward 
Candee  Townsend  -  born  January  17,1901  at  Lynn,  North  Carolina. 

Died  at  the  age  of  9  months ,  O  ctobe r  24,1901  and  buried  at  Lynn,  No. 
Carolina. 

(23)  COE  -  NEVA 

First  c  hil  d  of  Theres  a  (  Ge  iger)  Co  e  (10)  and  C  harles  E  .  Coe 
born  June  18,1888  at  Mi  nden,  Nebraska.  During  Neva's  early  life  there 
was  considerable  moving  around,  At  age  3  the  family  moved  to 
Pocatello,  Idaho,  at  age  9  to  Austin,  T  exas  and  at  12  to  Nampa,  Idaho. 

In  1901  Neva  and  family  spent  most  of  the  summer  with  her  aunt  Louis  a 
(6)  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich,  and  returned  to  Nampa  where  she  graduated  from 
high  school.  After  a  short  interlude  on  a  ranch  near  Nampa  the  family 
moved  to  Fallon,  Nevada  where  Ne  va  helped  in  her  father's  j  ew  elry  store. 
In  the  meantime  Neva  learned  the  Morse  code  and  she  and  her  father 
operated  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  office.  In  1910  Neva  and  family 
moved  to  San  F r  ancisco  where  her  father  died  in  19  25,  he  r  mot  her 
following  in  1930. 

Mirch  29,  1931  Neva  married  William  W  .  Hudson  at  San  Mateo, 
Cal.  ,  a  widower  with  two  sons  .  Th  is  marriage  resu  lte  d  in  a  divorce 
in  1943  after  12  years  and  Neva  resumed  her  telegraph  work  with  the 
Western  Union  until  her  retirement  in  the  summer  of  19  58. 

Neva  had  real  a  rt  and  musical  ability  and  for  years  the  enti  re 
Coe  family  were  known  for  their  orchestra  which  they  conducted.  Neva 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  she  and  her  younger  brother 
Edw  in,  keep  house  at  1331  -  48th  Avenue  ,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

(24)  COE  -  GEI  (short  fo  r  Geiger) 

Second  child  of  Theresa  (Geiger)  Coe  (11)  and  Charles  E. 

Coe  -  born  June  18,  1891  at  Poca  tel  lo,  Idaho.  Like  his  sister  Neva  (23) 
there  was  considerable  change  of  location  in  his  early  life  going  to 
Austin,  Texas  at  th  e  age  of  6;  Na  mpa,  Idaho  at  9;  and  Fa llo  n,  Nevada  at 
age  15.  While  attending  high  school  Gei  helped  his  father  in  the  jewelry 
store  and  graduated  from  the  Fallon  High  School  in  1910.  He  then  went 
to  the  Univ.  of  Nevada  at  Reno  where  he  r  eceived  his  B.  S.  i  n  agriculture 
in  1915. 
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On  January  6,  1917  married  Ida  Hinze  at  Burlingame,  Cal. 

Ida  was  born  May  14,  1893  at  New  Orleans,  La.  Graduated  from  Fallon 
High  School  and  also  attended  the  Un  iv.  of  Neba  da.  Her  father  was 
a  sugar  construction  and  factory  engineer  and  built  and  operated  a 
factory  in  Fallon.  It  was  with  her  fathers  work  that  Ida  received  her 
business  education.  For  years  Ida  has  been  city  treasurer  for  the 
City  of  Burlingame  California,  which  business  keeps  her  very  busy  due 
to  the  rapid  increasing  population  of  the  City. 

To  this  union  there  were  born  2  children,  Francis  Hinze  Coe 
b  orn  May  4,  1919  and  Charles  F reder  ick  Coe,  born  March  15,  1923. 

Shortly  after  marriage  Gei  and  Ida  moved  to  California  and  for  over 
3  0  years  Gei  was  con  nected  w  ith  a  creamer  y  in  Bur  lingame,  Cal. 

For  the  last  two  to  three  years  Gei  has  been  with  a  wholesale  plumbing 
supply  company.  They  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  their 
p  resen  t  a  ddres  s  is  114  Occid  ental,  Bu  rli  ngame ,  Cali  fornia, 

(25)  COE  -  ALMA  EBBA 

Third  chil  d  of  Theres  a  (  Ge  iger)  Co  e  ( 11)  and  C  harles  E  .  C  oe- 
born  December  26,  1897  at  Austin,  Texas.  Attended  pub  lie  school  and 
Churchill  Co  .  H  igh  School  at  Fallon  Nevada  for  2  years,  quitting  to  get 
married.  However  in  19  25  Alma  felt  the  urge  to  carry  on  with  her 
musical  career  and  in  1925  attended  Arrigello  Musical  College  at  San 
Francisco  ,  w  here  she  studied  voice,  French  and  Italian,  but  when  offers 
came  for  her  to  move  to  various  locations  she  decided  to  forsake  the 
same  for  the  sake  of  home  and  family. 

On  March  28,1916  married  Clyle  Merdith  Vance  at  Fallon,  Nev. 
Clyde  was  born  June  3,1881  at  Ne  wp  ork,  Kentucky,  attended  grammar 
school  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  Indiana  State  Normal  College  and  taught 
country  school  one  year  at  Miller's  Chapel,  Ohio.  In  1904  at  age  2  3 
s  tarted  work  ing  fo  r  Wabash,  R.  R  .  f  ollowing  up  with  Roc  k  I  sland  R.  R. 
Indiana  Harb  or  Be  It,  Un  ion  Pacific  and  O  .  W.  R  .  &  N  .  In  191  3  wen  t 
with  Southern  Pacific  and  continued  until  his  retirement  May  31,1953 
as  station  agent  at  San  Jose,  California. 

To  this  union  were  born  2  children,  Do  rthea  Alice  (41) 

Mirch  28,  1917  and  Clyde  Coe  (42)  January  4,  1920.  Alma  enjoyed  and 
u  sed  her  musical  t  alents  as  church  soloist,  Y  oung  People's  Choir 
Director,  org  anist  for  Eastern  St  ar,  or  ganized  and  di  rected  a  mothe r ' s 
quintet  called  "Singing  Mothers",  active  in  Rainbow  for  girls.  President 
o  f  Mon  terey  High  Sch ool  P.  T.  A.  and  a  host  of  related  acti  vit  ies .  Alma 
was  also  a  W  estern  Union  telegraph  operator  and  worked  during  the  war 
at  Los  Gatos  and  San  Francisco,  Cal.  1924-1925. 

Alma  and  her  husband  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
andtheir  present  address  is  at  572  Leland  Avenue,  San  Jose  ,  (28)Calif. 
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(26)  COE  -  EDWIN 

Fourth  child  of  Theresa  (Geoger)  Coe  (11)  and  Charles  E.  Coe- 
born  December  14,  1900  at  Nampa,  Idaho.  At  age  of  six  the  family- 
moved  to  Fallon  Nevada  where  he  attended  grade  school.  Around  1910 
-1911  the  family  moved  to  San  Francisco  where  Edwin  attended  High 
School.  He  then  joined  the  United  States  Post  Office  service  where  he 
has  remained  to  this  day.  Edwin  nevery  married  and  maintains  a  home 
with  his  sister  Neva  at  1331  -  48th  Avenue,  San  Francisco  (22)  California 

(27)  GEIGER  -  MARILYN  ELIZABETH 

First  child  of  Charles  Fredrick  Geiger  (13)  and  Ruth  (Berntson) 
Geiger,  born  July  29,  1934  at  Newell,  So.  Dakota.  In  1952  was  graduated 
from  Washington  High  School  at  Sioux  Falls ,  So .  Dakota  following  with 
one  year  at  Bethel  College  (Baptist)  In  1956  she  graduated  from  Hamlin 
University  School  of  Nursing  at  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

1957  to  date  -  2nd.  Lt.  Nursing  Corps  of  U.S.AirForce  stationed 
at  Topeka,  Kansas.  Marilyn  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  her 
present  address  is  1733  Lincoln,  Topeka,  Kansas . 

(28)  GEIGER  -  RAYMOND  WILLARD  FREDRICK 

Second  child  of  Charles  Fredrick  Geiger  (13)  and  Ruth  (Berntson) 
Geiger  -  born  November  6,  1936  at  Newell,  So.  Dakota.  In  1954  was 
graduated  from  Washington  High  School  at  Sioux  Falls,  So.  Dakota  followed 
by  two  years  at  Bethel  College  (Baptist)  and  one  year  at  Iowa  State  at 
Ames,  Iowa. 

1957  to  date  -  attending  School  of  Architecture  at  University  of 
Minnesota. 

(29)  GEIGER  -  BERNARD  RICHARD 

Child  of  Joseph  F.  Geiger  (14)  and  Alma  (Heggelund)  Geiger- 
born  June  17,  1935  at  Rapid  City,  So.  Dakota.  Bernard  graduated  from 
Laytonville,  Cal.  High  School  and  was  awarded  a  scholarship  as  a  Bank 
of  America  winner  for  outstanding  work.  Bernard  is  an  eagle  scout 
and  in  1956  received  his  appointment  to  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis,  Md.  where  he  is  at  present  stationed. 

(30)  HOLLAAR  -  LEE  ALLEN 

Child  of  Lyma  (Geiger)  Hollaar  (15)  and  Garry  Hollaar  -  born 
March  9,  1947  at  Litchfield,  Minnesota,  where  he  is  attending  public 
school. 

(3 1 )  SHINOST  -  JAMES  PHILLIP 

First  child  of  Ida  (Geiger)  Shinost  (16)  and  Louis  Shinost  - 
born  September  12,  1934.  With  his  brother,  John,  has  just  returned 
from  Germany  where  they  were  stationed  with  the  U.S.  Army.  On 
July  5,  1958  married  Barbara  Ann  Bovee  in  the  Catholic  Church  at 
Sturgis,  So.  Dakota. 
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(32)  SHIN  OS  T  -  JOHN  LOUIS 

Second  child  of  Ida  (Geiger)  Shinost  (16)  and  Louis  Shinost  - 
born  October  11,  1935.  With  his  brother  James  he  has  recently  returned 
from  Germany  where  they  were  stationed  with  the  U.  S.  Army. 

(33)  OTIS  -  CYNTHIA  JANE 

First  child  of  Charles  Herbert  Otis  (18)  and  Margaret  (Stone) 
Otis,  born  February  17,  1921  at  Cleveland  ,  Ohio.  At  age  9  went  to 
Bowling  Green,  Ohio  where  she  was  graduated  from  Bowling  Green  High 
School  in  1937  following  which  she  received  her  A.  B.  in  1946  from 
Bowling  Green  State  University.  During  the  war  she  served  in  the  WACS 
and  following  discharge  took  a  job  with  Western  Union  training  for  a 
telegraph  operator.  January  12,  1747  married  James  Winfield  Witte  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ohio.  James  was  born  August  19,  1920  at  Pemberville 
Ohio;  graduated  from  Webster  Twp.  High  School  1938  and  following  his 
treck  in  the  army,  World  War  2,  received  his  B.  S.  from  Bowling  Green 
State  University  in  1948.  James  has  since  been  employed  with  the  Sun 
Oil  Company,  Toledo,  Ohio.  To  this  marriage  are  two  children,  Karen 
Louise  (43)  born  August  28,  1947  and  Jack  Edward  (44)  December  7,1953, 
both  born  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio. 

Present  Address:  Pemberville,  Ohio 

(34)  OTIS  -  JAMES  J. 

Second  child  of  Charles  Herbert  Otis  (18)  and  Margaret  (Stone) 
Otis,  born  January  18,  1924  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  At  age  6  moved  to 
Bowling  Green,  Ohio  where  he  attended  public  school  and  Bowling  Green 
High  School,  graduating  in  1942.  James  attended  Bridgewater  College 
at  Bridgewater,  Va.  1943-1946  after  which  he  pursued  various  occupations. 
His  recent  employment  is  a  rubber  engraver  for  Chase  Bag  Company, 
Toledo,  Ohio.  James  has  always  been  interested  in  antiques  and  is  now 
reconditioning  and  electrifying  old  lamps  which  he  sells  in  his  antique 
shop,  1911  River  Road,  Maumee,  Ohio,  which  he  operates  as  a  side  line 
to  his  regular  job.  June  24,  1951  he  married  Jean  Alice  Wolfe  at  Lima, 
Ohio,  who  was  born  July  23,  1927  at  Lima,  Ohio.  She  attended  Lima 
High  School  graduating  in  1945  following  which  she  attended  Bowling  Green 
State  University  receiving  her  B.  S.  in  education  in  1950.  For  the  past  8 
years  she  has  taught  grade  school  in  Maumee,  Ohio.  To  this  union  was 
born  a  son,  James  Herbert  (45),  September  30,  1958  . 

Present  Address:  820  Corey  Street,  Maumee,  Ohio 

(35)  OTIS  -  ERWIN  JAMES,  JR. 

Son  of  Erwin  J.  Otis  (19)  and  Elsa  (Maroney)  Otis,  born 
March  9,  1917  at  Detroit,  Michigan.  Erwin’s  mother  died  February  11, 

1918  at  Detroit,  Michigan  from  influenze,  being  sick  only  8  days.  From 
September  1922  came  to  Dearborn,  Mich.  ,  attended  public  school  and 
Dearborn  High  School,  graduating  inl943.  After  working  for  two  years 
at  Henry  Ford  Greenfield  Village,  attended  Univ.  of  Michigan, 
Architecture  College  leaving  in  1940  to  join  the  engineering  and  architect 
firm  of  Giffels  &  Vallet  in  Detroit  where  he  remained  until  1945.  From 
1945  to  1955  he  was  plant  engineer  for  King-Seeley  Company  at  their 
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Central  Specialty  plant  in  Ypsiianti,  Michigan.  January  1,  1955  became 
Associate  Member  of  engineering  and  architectural  firm  of  Sambo rn, 
Steketee  and  Associates,  Otis  <k  Evans  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Erwin  is  a 
registered  (A.  I.  A.  )  architect. 

On  May  8,  1943  Erwin  married  Nedra  J.  Smith  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Dearborn,  Michigan.  Nedra  was  born  June  20,  1921 
at  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  graduated  from  Battle  Creek  High  School  in 
1938  following  which  she  attended  Michigan  State  University  receiving  her 
A.  B.  degree  in  1942.  From  1942-1945  she  worked  as  a  secretary  at  the 
Ford  Motor  Company  in  Dearborn,  Michigan. 

Three  children  have  blessed  this  marriage: 

Daren  Jean  (47)  born  February  14,  1946;  Lorelle  Gay  (48)  born  July  13,1947 
and  Gard  William  (49)  born  November  4,  1951. 

Present  Address:  57 1 5  Ellis  Road,  Ypsiianti,  Michigan. 

(36)  OTIS  -  WILLARD  LEVERETT 

Son  of  Erwin  J.  Otis  (19)  and  Olive  (Eeverett)  Otis  born 
February  21,  1925  at  Ypsiianti,  Michigan.  Attended  Dearborn  Public 
School  and  Dearborn,  High  School,  graduating  in  1943.  Inducted  in  the 
Army  immediately  upon  graduation  and  assigned  to  the  Air  Corps, 
receiving  training  in  Florida;  Springfield  and  Sedalia,  Mo.  ;  San  Antonio, 
Texas;  Topeka,  Kansas;  and  Sioux  Falls,  So.  Dakota.,  ending  up  flying 
C-46  Curtis  Commando  plane  as  radio  operator  in  the  China,  Burma  India 
theater.  Discharged  in  1946,  he  attended  Michigan  Normal  College  at 
Ypsiianti,  Michigan,  receiving  his  B.  S.  in  1951.  During  1951-1953  he 
worked  on  engineering  specifications  at  the  Kaiser  Bomber  Plant  at 
Willow  Run  and  from  1953  to  date  has  been  teaching  English  and  Social 
Science  in  the  Dearborn  Junior  High  School.  He  received  his  M.  A. 
degree  from  Eastern  Michigan  College  in  1958. 

Willard  married  Beatrice  Arlene  Johnson  September  4,1948 
at  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Plymouth,  Michigan,  while  attending 
college.  Beatrice  was  born  December  18,1928  in  Detroit  and  received 
her  A.  B.  fromMichigan  Normal  College  in  June,  1950.  Willard  and  Bea. 
have  two  children,  Amy  Lynn  (50)  born  February  14,  1953  and  Kim 
David  (51)  born  March  5,  1954. 

Present  Address:  302  Elm  Street,  Ypsiianti,  Michigan. 

(37)  OTIS  -  CHARLES  LEROY 

Second  child  of  Erwin  J.  Otis  (19)  and  Olive  (Leverett) 

Otis  born  October  18,  1928  at  Ypsiianti,  Michigan.  Attended  grade  school 
and  Dearborn  High  School  graduating  in  1946.  Attended  University  of 
Michigan  graduating  in  1950  with  a  B.S.E.  degree.  Following  graduation 
until  1951  was  with  Austin  Company,  general  construction  engineers  as 
transit  man.  From  1951  to  December  1952  was  a  corporal  with  the  U.  S. 
Engineer  Corps  stationed  in  the  Philippine  Islands  on  a  triangulation 
survey  and  mapping  of  the  islands.  During  1953  was  with  Transit  & 
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Storage  Company,  natural  gas  distributors,  following  which  was  with 
Michigan- Wisconsin  Pipe  Line  Company  as  engineer  until  October  1955. 
Charles  then  joined  Chrysler  Corporation  as  plant  layout  engineer  with 
the  central  stamping  division. 

On  May  8,1954  Charles  married  Patricia  LeFranc  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Dearborn.  Patricia  was  born  April  1,1933  at 
Dearborn,  Michigan  of  Scotch  parentage  and  was  graduated  from 
Roosevelt  High  School  in  Dearborn,  Twp.  June  1951,  following  which  she 
attended  Michigan  State  College  taking  a  commercial  course.  The  year 
1953  she  worked  for  Transit  &  Storage  Company  and  the  year  1954  with 
the  Ford  Motor  Company  as  secretary. 

Chuck  and  Pat  have  a  daughter  Pamela  Kay  (53)  born 
August  24,  1956  and  a  son,  Charles  Lee  (54)  born  October  3,  1958  at 
Dearborn,  Michigan. 

Present  Address:  119  Brentwood  Drive,  Inkster,  Michigan 

(38)  EIKELBE RNER  -  GEORGE  TOWNSEND 

Son  of  Florence  (Townsend)  Eikelberner  (21)  and  George  C. 
Eikelberner  born  May  13,  1940  at  Wenatchee,  Washington.  George  is  a 
Mongolian  type  child  and  became  a  resident  of  Lakeland  Village, 

Medical  Lake,  Washington  when  he  was  5  years  old  and  is  still  in  the 
institution. 

(39)  COE  -  FRANCIS  HINZE 

First  child  of  Gei  Coe  (24)  and  Ida  (Hinze)  Coe,  born 
May  4,  1919  at  Centerfield,  Utah.  Francis  graduated  from  Burlingame, 
California  High  School  in  June  1936  and  from  San  Mateo  Junior  College 
in  June  1938.  He  then  enrolled  in  Stanford,  Univ.  graduating  in 
engineering  in  June  1940.  On  April  26,  1941  Francis  married  Elaine 
Johnson  at  Burlingame,  California.  To  this  union  there  were  born  two 
children,  Thomas  Frederick  Coe  (56)  at  Berea,  Ohio,  November  21, 

1945  and  James  Henry  Coe  (57)  at  Waynesboro,  Va.  July  30,  1950. 

After  graduation  Francis  spent  several  years  in  Diesel 
engine  design.  Following  World  War  2  he  has  been  in  plant  engineering 
and  process  development  with  DuPont  (Acetate- rayon  fibre):  Fiberboard 
Paper  Products  Corp.  ;  Pabco  Products  (lineoleum  and  building  materials) 
and  at  Present  is  with  the  Crown-Zellerbach  Corp.  as  senior  mechanical 
development  engineer,  having  been  recently  transferred  from  Portland, 
Oregon  plant  to  their  new  plant  in  Antioc,  Cal. 

Present  address:  1086  Mitchell  Canyon  Road,  Concord,  California. 
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(40)  COE  -  CHARLES  FREDERICK 

Second  child  of  Gei  Coe  (24)  and  Ida  (Hinze)  Coe,  born 
March  15,1923  at  San  Mateo,  California.  Graduated  from  Burlingame 
High  School  in  1941  and  spent  two  years  in  the  San  Mateo  Junior  College 
before  joining  the  U.S.  A.F.  which  he  served  from  1943-1945.  On 
January  30,  1946  Charles  married  Shirley  Uhalt  in  New  Orleans,  La. 
and  continued  his  schooling  at  San  Mateo  Jr.  College,  graduating  in 
June  1946.  Following  this,  he  invaded  the  Univ.  of  Nevada  from  which 
he  received  a  B.  S.  in  mechanical  engineering  in  June  1948.  Following 
his  graduation  from  college  he  has  been  with  the  N.  A.  C.  A.  (National 
Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics)  at  the  Ames  laboratory  at 
Moffet  Air  Base  as  an  aeronautical  research  engineer.  Shirley  was 
born  August  21,  1925  at  New  Orleans,  La.  and  educated  there.  She 
completed  three  years  of  college  at  Dominican  College  prior  to  marriage 
and  did  clerical  work  in  the  Los  Altos  school  system  before  the  arrival  of 
their  first  daughter,  Lizabeth  Kathryn  (59)  (by  adoption)  on  December 
22,  1955.  A  second  daughter  Francesca  Ida  (60)  arrived  (also  by 
adoption)  on  July  25,  1958. 

Present  address:  610  Cuesta  Drive,  Los  Altos,  California. 

(41)  VANCE  -  DORTHEA  ALICE 

First  child  of  Alma  (Coe)  Vance  (25)  and  Clyde  M.V  ance, 
born  March  28,  1917  at  Keller,  California.  Attended  public  school  and 
Union  High  School,  Monterey,  Cal.  graduating  June  15,1934.  Attended 
San  Jose  State  College  at  San  Jose,  Cal.  two  years  and  in  1937  attended 
Samuel  Merritt  Nursing  School  at  Oakland  Cal.  following  which  she 
was  a  nurse  for  a  heart  specialist  at  San  Jose. 

On  July  22,  1944,  Dorthea  married  Melvin  H.  VanHuss  in 
her  parents  home.  Melvin  was  born  September  27,  1916  at  Waynoka, 
Oklahoma;  attended  high  school  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  graduating  in  1933. 
Melvin  entered  the  U.  S.  Army  July  3,  1941,  rose  to  the  rank  of  2nd.  Lt.  . 
calvary  division  and  subsequently  released  in  1944.  He  studied  and 
apprenticed  as  a  tile  setter,  an  occupation  he  still  follows. 

To  this  union  are  three  children:  Kathleen  (62)  born 
March  1,  1947;  Melvin  Clyde  (63)  June  18,  1948;  and  Michael  Lee  (64) 
born  March  11,  1952  -  all  at  San  Jose,  Cal. 


Present  address: 


510  Clifton  Avenue,  San  Jose,  28,  California 
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(42)  VANCE  -  CLY3E  COE 

Second  child  of  Alma  (Coe)  Vance  (25)  and  Clyde  M.  Vance, 
born  January  4,  1920  at  Keller,  California.  Attended  public  school  and 
Union  High  at  Monterey,  Cal.  ,  graduating  in  1936.  Clyde  then  attended 
San  Jose  State  College  at  San  Jose,  Cal.  1937-1938  and  part  of  1939 
leaving  to  go  to  work  at  signal  maintenance  shop  for  S.  P.  Company. 
Clyde  was  an  accomplished  violinist  and  played  in  the  school  symphony 
orchestra. 


Clyde  entered  the  U.S.Army  Signal  Corps.  September  1942 
and  during  1943  was  in  the  Intelligence  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

He  was  assigned  for  overseas  duty  when  on  December  1,  1943  he  was 
confined  to  Walter  Reed  Hospital  with  a  bad  strep,  and  cold;  fed  an 
overdose  of  sulpha  to  vhich  he  was  allergic  and  which  developed  into  acute 
lymphatic  leukemia.  He  was  transferred  to  Letterman  Hospital  in  San 
Francisco  on  January  10,  1944  and  died  February  20,  1944  at  the  age  of 
24.  Clyde  was  admired  by  his  Commanding  Officer  and  buddies  and  is 
buried  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery  in  San  Jose,  California. 


